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INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


LIBYAN=MAURLTAN LAN MILITARY TREATLES DEPLORED 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 16 Apr 81 pp i, 3 
[Article by Mohamed Idrissi Kaitouni: "A Chadian-Style ‘Merger'"’) 


|Text|) The Mauritanian prime minister's visit to Tripoli officially sanctioned the 
Nouakchott government's surrender to Libyan supremacy and marked a dangerous turning 
point in the history of that country, whose future is now mortgaged and exposed to 
serious dangere because of the Libyan seizure, aleo assured by the military treaties 
concluded between the two governments at the time of that visit. 


by virtue of those treaties, Libya is militarily committed to Mauritania, which has 
become a proving ground for the Libyan Army and a base available to Tripoli for im- 
plementing its annexationist and expansionist plans. 


Libya also did not wait long to ship large quantities of arms and munitions to 
Nouadhibou, not on the pretext of protecting Mauritania, but for the very specific 
purpose of transforming its territory into a base for launching attacks against the 
Moroccan Sahara. 


it wae also the dream of Libyan leaders, who have continued to step up their opera- 
tions and plots, not only to control the POLISARIO mercenaries but to find for them 
an area of operations favorable for launching attacks against Morocco. 





Qadhafi's proposal to the Mauritanian prime minister to “merge” with the mercenaries 
is explained by the expansionist aims of Tripoli, which means outright annexation 
by meiger. 


The example of Chad is edifying in this regard and shows what Libya means by “unity” 
and “merger.” 


Willingly or not, the Mauritanian leaders have therefore cast their country into 
the lion's den and have put it in an awkward position that is likely to forfeit its 
independence and sovereigaty. 


in view of these dangerous developments in the situation and the turn which events 
have taken, observers are wondering what position will be adopted by Algerian leaders, 
who with time are losing the trump card which they held in their hands, since the 
mercenaries are gradually passing under Libyan control and since Mauritanian officials 








seem more attracted by Libyan petrodollara, distributed with a generosity equaled 
only by Tripoli's thinly veiled ambition to bring Maurttania under its control, 


The current problem is one of determining the Algerian reaction following Bneijara's 
viait to Tripoli and Nouwakchott's shift toward Libya. Will Algeria be willing to 
admit ite defeat by Tripoli in the “secret” war which the two countries are waging 
to dominate Mauritania and the mercenaries? 


The answer will not be long in coming and will surely bring un,leasant surprises 
for Mauritanian government leaders, who will see their country transformed into a 
combat gone between Algerians and Libyans either indirectly--by the mercenaries as 
intermediaries--or directly, because of the fact that both countries have shipped 
arms there and also have important logistic bases there, 


For the time being and despite Algiers’ substantial aid to Nouakchott, particularly 
right after the abortive coup d'etat of 16 March (establishment of an airlift for 
shipping arms, sending experts and instructors, etc.), Libya has a clear berth and 
will not hesitate to use the means to bring Mauritania under its wing. 


Thus the Libyan threat will not just be limited to Mauritania, but will clearly take 
shape against Algeria itself, as required by rivalry. 


Qadhafi has of course called for the establishment of an anti-Moroccan "pact" to 
include Mauritania, the mercenaries and Algeria in addition to Libya, but that pro- 
posal cannot conceal the greedy desires of Tripoli, which seeks, under a unionist 
pretext, to extent its authority to North Africa, the Sahel and the greater Sahara. 


For Qadhafi, the end justifies the means and today's ally can become tomorrow's enemy. 


Didn't he state publicly that he was ready to aid Morocco militarily to liberate 
its Sahara and now today he is one of the leading supporters of the enemies of our 
territorial integrity? 


Let those who believe in Qadhafi's words be cautious and consider them seriously 
before commiting themse'ves to a venture with no tomorrow. 


As for Morocco, it will not allow itself to be intimidated by such moves, knowing 
for a fact that no force in the world will break down its faith and determination. 
In crossing our borders, the aggressors are digging their own graves in advance and 
signing their own death certificates. 


And there are plenty of examples. The resounding victory by the Royal Armed Forces 
at Gueltat Zemmour is very revealing, just to mention this recent exploit. 


but what is deplorable is that Mauritanian government leaders are playing into 
Tripoli's hands and are serving the interest of imperialism and neocolonialism. 


We will leave it to history to judge those who are dividing the ranks of Arabs and 
Moslems and spreading discord and increasing sources of tension. 
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BOUCETTA DISCUSSES RELATIONS WITH MAURITANIA, SAHARA SITUATION 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 13 Apr 61 pp 1, 3 


[Interview with M'Hamed Boucetta, Moroccan Minister of State in Charge of Foreign 
Affaire and Cooperation, by Jean Wolf; date and place not specified) 


[Text] QUESTION: Everyone is familiar with the accusations made against Morocco 
by Mauritania and also Algeria following the tragic events which have occurred in 
northwest Africa. Under these circumstances, we wanted to interview Mr M' Hamed 
Boucetta, Moroccan minister of state in charge of foreign affairs and cooperation. 
May we ask you for an analysis following several days of commentary on all aspects 
of this matter? 


ANSWER: In regard to our relations with Mauritania, you know that we have alway 
tried to maintain an optimum level of cooperation and friendship, as well as good 
neighboriiness. The accusations made against Morocco, which you have just recalled, 
are absolutely devoid of any basis. To provide an analysis, I believe that I must 
first point out that one week before those events occurred, there was an escalation 
in the tone of the accusations concerning Morocco's intention to intervene in 
Mauritanian affairs. Since then, and this is even more significant, a whole suspect 
operation has been noted: shipments of equipment, a very active airlift between 
Benghazi and Tindouf and unusual troop deployments in northern Mauritania. Under 
these circumstances, wouldn't the accusations mace against Morocco be only a camou- 
flage tactic to conceal some operation being prepared against us? 


In any case, I can say that it is one of Morocco's principles not to intervene in 
the internal affairs of its neighbors and Morocco has always fully respected this 
principle, especially during this difficult period. You may recall that at one time 
we had more than 10,000 soldiers in Mauritania and that we did not take action at 
any time, even when the president of the republic was deposed. 


And yet that would have been possible, since we could have given a broad interpreta- 
tion to the defense agreements linking us with that country. We therefore reject 
outright all of these accusations, which we contend are without any basis in fact. 


QUESTION: Mr Minister, let us be frank. The situation has changed since 10 July 
1978, when Mr Mokhtar Ould Daddah, Mauritania's founder, was deposed. And in view 
of the present situation, it can be said that Morocco had every interest in the 
collapse of the current government, which has not shown a great deal of sympathy 











for your country, which accepted the arrival of more and more POLISARIO delegations 
and which seemed to be moving close to Algeria every week .... 


ANSWER: in our opinion, Mauritania ie not represented by its government, The people 
of Mauritania are our partner and if the government in question represents them, in 
our opinion it ie a normal partner for cooperation to proceed in a context of good 
neighborliness. Therefore, it ie important to us, firet of all, in our own interest, 
that stability prevail, that there should be a good underatanding of our mutual rela- 
tions and it is in that sense that | reiterated that our intervention in Mauritanian 
internal affaire is unthinkable. 


QUESTION; You told me earlier that rether you were the one with something to fear. 
Well, ‘Sat is to be feared: an attack originating from Tindouf, or with another base 
being ablished in Mauritania, an offensive being carried out from those two bases 
at the same time and taking the south of Morocco in a pincer movement? 


ANSWER: We fear nothing. We simply note that preparations are being made, that there 
are unusual movements, that an escalation is taking place and finally, that gratuitous 
accusations are being made against our country. We will defend ourselves as we have 
defended ourselves, for more than 5 years, against the attacks to which we have been 
subjected, We have amply demonstrated that unity around the king, for the defense 

of the nation, is intact. But we are convinced that "something" is underway and we 
are ready to retaliate against any attack, regardless of its origin. 


QUESTION: Lt seems that the POLISARIO Front is presently split between a pro-Algerian 
wing and a perhaps more extremist pro-Libyan wing. From which side is something to 
be feared? 


ANSWER: We have always tried to make the world understand the confusion prevailing 
in such mercenary groups. This confusion is now at its worst, especially since the 
unity of the so-called Saharan people has been disputed by the most important inter- 
national organizations. The OAU has refused to recognize the legitimacy of what is 
called the Saharan Democratic Arab Republic. You have subsequently observed the change 
on the diplomatic level, both in the case of the position taken by the Nonaligned 
Nations in New Delhi and the recent position adopted in Addis Ababa, not to mention 
the European Parliament's decision to declare that there is no Saharan people, but 
that there are organized groups supported by Algeria, which is therefore their sanc- 
tuary, their starting point, and that these groups are armed by Libya, as everyone 
knows, and that this represents a situation which must end. Therefore, that is all 
that is involved and if there is something to be feared, it is from Algeria or Libya, 
but by no means from a so-called nation recognized by no one, including the League 

of Arab States, even less than the others. 


QUESTION: Mr Minister, you mentioned the report of the Irishman, Patrick Lalor, which 
has just been adopted by a large majority of the European Parliament. What conclusions 
do you draw from this and what prospects will emerge, in your opinion? 


ANSWER: The first conclusion which we draw is that a responsible organization, 
responsible in a way that cannot be disputed by any public opinion group whatsoever, 
has noted and pointed out certain truths which we have continually repeated for more 
than 5 years: that this tension is artificially created, .hat this is a conflict 








between Algeria and Morocco, which are the principal parties involved, that the 
Saharan people are sheer fantasy and invention, that the occupation of our territory 
by the POLISARIO Front is also a concept without any basis, and finally thac there 
is good reason for putting 4 permanent end to this existing destabilization and un- 
limited agitation in the area, which are in the interest of no one, 


That is what we have concluded, Let us repeat that this is only the expression of 
certain truths which we have worn ourselves out repeating and which have been stated 
in a tundamental, serious and pertinent manner by the European Parliament, which 

an important organization, 


And in our opinion, in view of the special relations between Europe and North Africa-- 
past, 7; osent and future relations--this European Parliament is perhaps the place 
where the public opinion of peoples with such direct contacts, and who have had sip- 
nificant responsibilities to North Africa, is in a position to properly understand 

the actual situation. That of course offers prospects for the future, with a view 

to more intense cooperation and complementarity for the defense of our own security. 
Because it is a matter, let's not forget, of our common security: European security 
begins in North Africa. It is a question of resist'ng together all factional trends, 
whether on an ideological level or tomorrow, perhaps, trends that will take other 
forms, possibly military .... 
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ARABS SEEK FINANCIAL PARTICIPATION IN 


INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


LTALY 


London 8 DAYS in English 30 May 81 pp 34, 35 


| Text | 


THE \KRAKB ECONOMIC presence in 
italy which es growing daily, may be further 
strengthened by developments within 
Montedwon, one of the workds leading 
chemical, pharmaceutical and plastics 
groups 

Through an operation paradoxically 
launched by Socialist Minister for State and 
Mixed Industries Gianm de Michelis. the 17 
per cent public stake in Montedison »*}! be 
sold to private imterests. Buyers may 
include Arab financers Despite the tight 
secrecy surrounding the immative, & Days 
has lourot from Montedison sources that an 
Arab role ws strongly sought 

The 17 per cent im question was 
prosiousty held by the state ot! organisation 
ENT and Italy's mixed industries holding 
IR} and 1s now being sold to a group led by 
Italian financier Entico Cuccia’s 
Mediobanca. consisting of four leading 
‘ n groups — Fiat. Pirelh, Bonom (real 
estate) and Orlando (steel) 

Montedison’s privatisation, and the 
increase of its capital from $34 5m to around 
$1 bn. should also involve either a new and 
as vet unnamed Arab investor, or Saud 


financier Garth Pharaon. who already owns 
10 per cent of Montedison’s shares and is a 
member of iis board of directors 
Rejecting tumours of his imnmunent 
withdrawal from the group duc to 
Montedison's critical financial state. 
Pharaon now seems determined to 


contribute to the planned capital increase, 
together with another foreign group which 
may also acquire shares — Harry 
Oppenheimer's Anglo American 

Most of the new money will be obtained 
through the issue of nine new shares 
(nominal value Italian lire 175 of 17 US 
cents) for every five already owned The 
four Italian companies entering 
Montedison are going to buy the group's 
financial firm Gemina and carry out the 
Operation jointly through this firm With its 
16.6 per cent, Gemina will thus become the 
group's number one sharcholder. 
immediately followed by Pharaon 

The arrival of private business is expected 
to help Montedison overcome its present 
crisis, Having lost enormous amounts of 
money over the past five years Montedison, 
now chaired by Mario Schimberni, closed 
its last financial year with a $448m deficit 
Debits hitting a record figure of $4.2bn, 
$2. 2bn of which are short-term, 
must also be edded to the picture. 

Montedison, however, has the attractions 
of extremely diversified and technologically 
advanced production, as well as 
hypermodern equipment and strong market 
shares in Europe and the developing 
countries Further hopes of getting the 
group on its feet again are based on the 
managemen( s new strategy which aims at 
switchi.g manufacturing activities from 
basic to processed chemicals So far. 81 per 




















4 nM iced : thon has Deer 
ha’ : mam ane : Y per cent 
i ‘ ca chemmatls 1 hes proportion 
should now he reversed 

iat such @ Strategy, togethe with the 
parthipatron of private Itahan and foreign 
compane s approved by laly » business 
world. « mdwated Py the steep mecrease im 
the value of Montedreon 6 shares ehech, on 
ibe tirst oay after thre announcement 
regis! cd a > per cent rue 


1? \i icdison case appears t be par' 


{is general trend wm lial from public to 
miive it follows PNT s sale of a number of 
shure bh nemne | some of th Man 
att at i? rougt the stot cruchange T hes 


mppears to he the prelude to jor 
ventures by ENT and private compames in 
its textile sector (much of which will be 
nthe hoes of the agreement between 
iN! and Occudental which resulted in 
Enoxy as new company dealing wit’ 
chemicals and coal 
The gradual dismantiing of Italy s public 
vector, pursued particularly Dy the socialist 
nembers of the government coalition. has 
heen taken a step further by the state steel! 
hy ing binsieder s decision to come to an 
agreement with Nippon Steel. the worlds 
largest after US Steel According to the 
terms of thes agreement. the Japanese will 
mitially take over the management of 
Finseder s gaint steel plant at laranto 


SO; swW0/ 1, 











VAL, SUWALT, LIBYA OFFER LOAN TO FIAT 
London 6 DAYS in English 30 May 61 p 34 


[Article by Fulvio Grimaldi) 


Text | FIAT. lal) © cat giant, © to benef from a 
$200m loen whech pouns Libya with Kuwait 
and the United Arab Emirates for the first 
tome financially 

The Arab Banking Corporation (whose 
director general Abdullah Saudi, 1s Libya's 
representative on Fiat ¢ board of directors). 
the Kuwan Foreign Trading Corporation 
(which works in lienon with the Kuwait 
Investment Office) and Guill International 
(on behalf of seven emirates), will 
cont bute $1 50m .o the $200m loan The 
European banks involved. and charged with 
the management, are Italy s Banca 
Commerciale and Britains National 
Westminster Bank 

The Arate generosity and readiness to 


come to the aid of a company roy 
sector which © capenencing very 
tomes has caused speculation in F uropean 
frnancial circles Eaperts recan ‘he 
caperence of Chrysler a few months ago 
The Amercan corporation ehich was 
dewperatels looking for funds. was not 
offered one com of Arab finance Fiat, on 
the other hand «ill get its dollars, and on 
catremel favourable terms The loan is for 
coven wears eth @ four-year grace penod 
and an imtcrest tate onl three-quarters of 
ome per com ahowe Libor 

For the reason eaperts heheve tat the 
hewn » Phew one and will be follower by 
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The Fiat loan comes at ao time «en 
investments in the US seem particularly 
rewerding. cue to the strong dollar and high 
interest rates. The same goes for Japan, 


in strictly economic terms For this reason 
the motives behind the ceciwon are being 
sern as mainly politica! 

Henry Kissinger, fc rmer US secre ary of 
sate. made i very clear at a conference of 
Htahan industrialets. which was aloo 
attended by Fiat chief Gianm Agnell that 
Warhington views such growing links with 
suspicion and diwpleasere The Arate 
initiative im favour of lial s leading 
indusinal group may theretore be seen aya 
forceful encouragement to revs thew 
American prewures 














ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


PUNPOBL, PROGRAM OF ISLAMIC CALL SOCTETY EXPLAINED 
Neenil Phoenix LA VOLX DE L'ISLAM in Prench Peb/Mar 81 pp 1-4 


Lrexy/ Founded on 15 Chawal 1390 (10 December 1970) by the Constitutional 
Sonference, the Islamic Call Society has settled down to the task before 
.t.e it ean claim to be one of the greatest echievements of the Glorious 
Revolution of El Fateh. Governed by a specially designed statute, the 
work of the Society has taken on a human dimension on a world scale. ite 
act’ vities cover 4 quite broad scale of domaine at different level.. 


hue it has made exceptional progress towards its goal and hope of bring=- 
ine peoples as close together as possible in a brotherly relationship fo: 
the benefit of all. 


The Society's socio-cultural and socioereligious activities concern *thres 
major fields: financial assistance; publication and distribution of books 
and pamphlets; and teaching and @issionary work. 


1. Distribution of financial aid. 
2. Publishing and distributing book, brochures. 
3}. Teaching and missions. 


1. In terms of financial aid, the Society has participated in the execut on 
of several important projects by providing all or part of the cost for sev- 
eral socio-cultural and religious centers, university cities, schools, and 
mosques. Examples are the Islamic Center in Uganda, the Islamic Center in 
South Korea, a mosque in Reunion, and the Arabic Academy in Sri Lanks. 


Other mosques throughout the world have been restored, renovated, or built 
with eifte from the Ielamic Call Society. 


Humanitarian activities of the Society are witnessed by the construction of 
several hospitals in which the disadvantaged thus benefit fror ite contri- 


. ti oN e 


2. Publications and distribution. The Society's educational and instruce- 
‘.onal activities focus mainly on teaching of Arabic at all levels, and on 
publication of translations ot the Koran, including one in Indonesian, in 
addition to pamphlets and books on the fundamental principles of Islam, 

ao well as publications for youths and adults in all languages including 
Chinese and German, an Islamic encyclopedia, and educational scientific 


texts tor youths in several languages. 




















‘» (teaching @nd Missionary work. The lalamic Call Society has assigned 
Geionarieé and teachers with university training and teaching experience. 
Priority i6 given to teachers proficient in looal languages and dialects. 


‘he islamic Gall Soe ety has been and remains aware of the responsibilities 
‘houmbent upon it to conduct a determined anti-colonialist and anti-imperial- 
Let Struggle, and to fight relentlessly against socio-cultural colonialiam, 
680 a6 to free their coreligionisete and the peoples of Africa and Asia from 
the traditional colonialiem and the neo-colonialiem in which they are en- 
‘rapped, t.ereby refuting the propaganda, prejudices, and allegations in= 
dulged in by opponente of Islam and enemies of mankind. 


it has therefore pressed on towards fulfillment of ite goale and aspira- 
tions. Intensive activities went forward without delay at all levele, 
while the number of echoole and culturalereligious centers multiplied 
throughout the world. The Society also has audiovisual programs and cour- 
MOGs 


The Society makes every effort to participate in the building of the nation 
and ite development at all levels. Its activities are essentially creative: 


1. Creation of a university-level teachers’ college administered by the 
islamic Call Society. Founded in 1974, ite major objectives are training 
of instructors and professors, and strengthening of cultural-scientific 
ties among different universities and peoples. 


2s Teaching of the Arabic language to foreigners remains one of the Socie- 
ty's urgent objectives. Courses for non-Arabs began in 1975, and the number 
of students is growing. Lasting three months, the courses are given period- 
-cally, and diplomas a:e awarded to students who successfully complete each 


3 AEC. 


5. The Moslem Womens' Commission. This was formed in 1972 with the goal 
emancipating women so that they may play their ro*e at the national 

level in accordance with their responsibilities in the new Jamahrian ers 

and the Glorious Revolution of Al Fatah, through the drawing together of 

Av-ab Moslem women at the national level, and in concert with various womens’ 

organizations at the international level. 


Major activities of the | 9mmission are the teaching of Arabic, religious 
education, and organization of meetings, conferences, and symposiums. 


‘he Comm.ssion likewise continues to give particular attention to various 
welfare organizations, and to homes for the elderly. 


‘ources conducted in foreign languages are given as part of religious 
education programs for foreign women. Libyan women also benefit from 
sourses in child care and housekeeping given by the Commission. 








+» The lelamic Call Soc ety has contributed to the building of hundreds 
moaques and local centers of the Popular Socialist Libyan Arab Jamahiriys, 


5s Vietribution of funds collected from the Zakat to those entitled there- 
LO. 

6. The Society organizes annually and periodically national and interna=- 
tional conferences, which have been attended by Mauritiane. 


/. Organisation of contests in recitation of the Koran with participation 
oy all nationale of lelamic countries or countries with Moslem sinorities. 


fhe different commissions of the Islamic Call Society make every effort to 
meet all requeste for assistance received from all corners of the world. 
ite donations are growing, and ite charitable works know no frontiers. 


An organisation of such importance cannot but continue with success alone 
te path, having at ite head a person of such caliber as Dr. A. Al Charif, 
whose reputation extends beyond the frontiers of Libya. Dr. Ahmed Al Chari! 
ie @ Sympathetic and rewarding person by reason of his very broad intel- 
leotual endowments embracing the fields of philosophy, education, and the 

humanities. 


Dre A. Al Charif has participated, as the representative of Libya, in inter- 
national conferences. Such is the eminent Libyan personality which Mauri- 
tius will have the honor and pleasure to receive on Sunday 5 April 19°14, 

and to reserve a warm welcome for him. 


Mauritius has benefited from more than one instance of assistance from the 
Islaric Call Society in the social and educational domains, including the 
Madad Al Islar Society, and various mosques. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


DEVELOPMENTS IN MUJAHEDIN, SOVIET FLGHTING REPORTED 
Mujahedin Alliance 

Karachi DAWN in English 6 Jun 81 p 4 

[Article by Mehdi Abbas Zaida] 


[Text] Peshawar, May 31: Three hundred Ulema and religious leaders from al! 
over Afghanistan have finally agreed in principle to forge a grand alliance of 
all the groups of Afghan Mujahideen, so as to launch a successful final assault 
against Russian forces in Afghanistan. 


A convention of these Ulema held on May 25 has released the agreement in princi- 
ple signed by all the participants, including the existing six major groups of 
Mujahideen led by Prof Burhanuddin Rabbani, Maulana Mohammad Nabi Mohammadi, 
Engineer Gulbaden Hikmatyar, Mr Sibghatullah Mujaddadi, Maulvi Mohammad Yunus 
Khalie and Faiz Ahmad Gilani. 


The alliance will have a common flag, common stamp and a common leader. 





Raid on Kabul Radio Station 
Karachi DAWN in English 31 May 81 p 1 
[Text] New Delhi, May 30: Soviet security forces foiled an attempt by Afghan 


insurgents to seize Kabul Radio last Sunday, according to reliable reports from 
the Afghan capital received here yesterday. 





Two of the guerrillas who managed to enter the radio building were killed by 
Soviet soldiers guarding the installation, witnesses were reported as saying. 


One Soviet soldier was said to have been wounded in the shooting. 


Fighting has broken out in Paghman about 20 kms from Kabul between the insurgents 
and combined Soviet and Afghan government troops, according to the same reports. 


On Saturday, insurgents attacked the Governor's house in iaghman, the old royal 
summer capital. It was repre «¢ that an unspecified number of Soviet troops 
were killed and many buildi vere set afire during the raid. 











The Soviet military command mounted a counter-attack the following day but 
failed to retake the area from the guerrillas who apparently enjoy local sup- 
port, according to the reporte. 


Soviet MIG's and helicopter gunships were seen flying toward Paghman from Kabul 
International Airport, 


Thirteen Afghan army personnel, including a political chief of the Fourth 
Armoured Division, were killed in a pitched battle in Ghagni, south of Kabul, 
the PRESS TRUST OF INDIA (PTL) reported today. 


The news agency, quoting travellers from Afghanistan, said the battle took 
place last week after the Afghan army launched an offensive against guerrillas 
entrenched in Ghazni, PTI said the soldiers were buried in Kabul on May 27 and 
traffic on the funeral possession route was stopped. No other details of the 
battle were available. [as published) 


A Soviet force backed by tanks, armoured vehicles and artillery and air bom- 
bardment has launched a new attack against Afghan guerrillas holding the pro- 
vincial capital of Ghazni, a delayed report reaching here from Afghanistan said. 


About 50 Soviet soldiers were killed and more than 20 tanks and a number of 
other vehicles were destroyed in the fighting, according to the report from a 
Kabul source who has been accurate in the past. 
It said the city of about 48,000 population, located some 130 kilometers south- 
west of Kabul, was under assault in what was described as the first large- 
scale Soviet offensive in the province in months. A large number of houses 
were reported damaged by the shelling. 

Assault on Women Repulsed 


Lahore PAKISTAN TIMES in English 28 May 81 p 1 


[Text] LONDON, May 2%: The inck The Afghan soldiers had « 


ttack- 
On Mav 

dence of assaulting the Afghan ed Soviet officers on the sight ; 
crn at ‘the hondh of Sovet_ ot May'¥ when they tad tend MOR eis 
officers and soldiers have regis the shrieks of Afghan women 4) wf the school gate and 
pang hh pee ee RS commanded the residents to 
the Soviets’ yeartong stay io The Netiona) Liberation Front, supply them some girls. It was 
Afghanistan. Peshawar sources, said that the == reportediy the custom of the 
Details of ap incident that took fighting had continued til) the families residing there previous 
place in Kandahar cantonment ® dewn next day. ly The hetpiess people pelted 
few days beck, have come to the t another report goviets with stones who fled 
light It had been reported that received Kandahar tha! away 

a bloody encounter took place the Sowet forces killed more The Soviets informed the 
between the Soviet and Afghan than 100 members of 2 Khalgi cantonment that these were io 
forces as a result of an incident and Parchami families who hed = fact Mujahideen in the guise of 
of dishonouring the Afghan wo ‘taken shelter ip the Higher S® = Khaigis and Parchamis. An ope 
men by Soviets According to the condary Schoo! Kandahar ao ration was launched against 
latest information, 380 Soviet An eve witness reaching Ot  inem instantly. Guns were instal- 
soldiers and officers and 103 — a oe led outside the school and over 
Afghan soldiers had been elim Sovcott of classes. The Khalg) 10) persons were killed. Only 70 
nated in the clash and Parchami families moving oS ok families coud 

vo Kandahar from rural aress ip "VIVE tack.—AAP. 
fear of Mujahideen had take 
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Army Commander Killed 


Lahore PAKISTAN TIMES in English 28 May 61 p 1 







[Text] MAY 2) The commander of og the movement of the th 
the (th Division of Alghan Army, Division which had Geen ce.nped 
who wes eerlousiy wounded dur 4. 4d et. 
ing Mujahidesn's operation es Mu aunched en etiack 
pired in Wasis Abber Khan tice on ite @lumms w Ghorband 
pital in Kabul lest week The commande: -— ame 

wertous bullet injuries wee 
elke ay — Alghanis ed w Kabul for medical treat 
ad, 0 6 Press release issued in ment but he succumbed to his 
Peshawar a SS & injuries io the hospital He was 
eo, ~ay* burted in Kabul 


Strained Relations of Armies 
Lahore PAKISTAN TIMES in English 26 May 81 pp 1, 5 


{Text} London, May 25: The 12th division of Afghan army and the Soviet forces 
stationed in Jalalabad have strained relations these days. In spite of Karmal's 
personal intervention the tension among the forces has not subsided, says AAP 
Press release. 


AAP has reported from Jalalabad that the Afghan forces had refused to take part 
in the operations in the areas of Sarkharood, Chaparhar and the southern and 
south-western parts of Sherzad. These areas had been in Mujahideen's control 
since beginning of the winter. 


The Soviets had planned to bomb the areas and send a large number of tanks to 
start a major operation. The Afghan army officers raised the objection that 
Mujahideen did not have the control of big towns for long. Hence, there was no 
use to kill thousands of people and indulge in the bloody operations. 


In view of the tense situation prevailing between the two forces, Babrak Karmal 
had recently undertaken a visit to Jalalabad. However, the Afghan officers con- 
tinue to stick to their stand. 


Meanwhile, the Government hospitals in Kabul have refused to receive further 
wounded and dead Soviet soldiers. 


In the city's five big hospitals including Shafa Khana Qawa-i-Markaz No 1, 2 
and 3, Shafa Khana Wazir Akbar Khan and Chahar Sad Bistar Shafa Khana, the 
rooms and verandas are jam-packed with wounded. 


The agency sources have reported from the Afghan capi.al that the administration 
was informed on May 17, from Chahar Sad Bisar Shafa Khana that there was no space 
for a single dead body in the hospital moricorium. From this hospital alone, as 
many as 1,500 coffins were despatched to the Soviet Union. These dead bodies 
were brought from Kabul and Paghman. It seemed that often the dead bodies were 
brought so hurriedly that the blood was seen dripping down the vehicles on the 
roads of Wazir Akbar Khan area. 
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MELTER adda: Afghanistan and the Soviet Union yesterday agreed to set up con 
sulates in their countries, Kabul Radio reported, 


The Radio, monitored in New Delhi, quoted Afghan Foreign Minister Shah Mohammad 
Dest as saying: ‘The establishment of consular relations would bring togethe: 
atill closer the people of the two countries, 


Secret Jails 
Karachi DAWN in English 6 Jun 81 p 7 


[Text] London, June 5: Secret and unauthorised jails have been operating in 
Kabul and other cities of Afghanistan for extracting confessions from the peop!: 
save 4 Presse release teased by AGENCY AFGHAN PRESS. 


The disclosure was made by a young man, Talib, who recently escaped from the 
secret jail in the basement of Pamir Cinema, lying on the Jadah<-i-Mywand in 
Kabul. 


He said that persons like Secretary, Housing and Physical Planning and a known 
surgeon of a Kabul hospital were also rotting in the Pamir Cinema Jail unaware 
of their fate. Both of them belonged to Khalq party. APP. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


BBC REPORT ON ALR BASE ATTACKS 
TAL/1557 Lendon BBC World Service in English 1500 GMT 17 Jun 81 
[From radio newsreel ) 


[Text] In the continuing armed opposition by Afghan rebels to the presence 
of Soviet torces in their country, reports say a Soviet air base near Kabul 
has been attacked and set onfire. As Mark Tully reports from Delhi, the 
attack came on a significant rebel anniversary: 


[Begin recording) The BaghlamAir Base, 40 miles north of Kabul, is second 
only in importance to the capital's airport. Diplomatic reports say that 
rebels poured petrol into drainage ditches and then lit it. Large amounts 

of ammunition and (?fuel) exploded in the resultant fire. One source says 
that explosion continued into the next day and shrapnel fell several 
kilometers away. Soviet Mig jet fighters and helicopters at the base are said 
to have taken off shortl, after the first explosion was heard. The main road 
from Kabul to the Soviet border which (?cut) the air base was closed on the 
following day and again 4 days later. 


The attack coincided with the first anniversary of the capture and death of 
one of the most charismatic of the rebel leaders, Abdul Majid Kalakani. 

He came from Parwan near the air base. Several other incidents are reported 
to have taken place in Parwan Province, coinciding with that anniversary, 
including the shelling of the provincial governor's house. Diplomats quote 
one source from Charikak, some 45 miles from Kabul on the road to the Soviet 
border, as saying 14 trucks of the Soviet-Afghan Transport Company were burned 
by rebels on the night of the anniversary. Another report says that 11 trucks 
were burned only 20 miles from the strategic (Salang) tunnel on the same road. 
Some 200 Afghan troops are said to have deserted in the town of Jabal Sara} 

on that road and heavy fighting was reported there on Friday and Saturday last 
week, 





Within 10 miles of Kabul itself, there has been more fighting in the former 
summer capital of the Afghan Roly family. About 300 rebels are also reported 

to have attacked Afghan troops guarding a dam on the edge of the capital. 
Diplomats quote Afghan media as indicating that the authorities are still facing 
great difficulties in Qandahar, the country's second largest city. The government 
paper reported that party workers had helped to move grain from the city to the 
airport which is heavily guarded. Kabul Television said that religious leaders 
of Qandahar had met the governor to discuss the deteriorating living conditions 
and continuing rebel attacks. [end recording] 
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AFPGHANTSTAN 


BRIEFS 


KABUL EARTHQUAKE}-Kabul, 21 Jun (BAKHTAR)=--Three earthquake tremors shook 
Kabul city last night, the seismological centre at Kabul University reported, 
Of these three, one was of relatively greater intensity and was registered 

5 degrees on the Merealy Scale, [Text] [LD220648 Kabul BAKHTAR in English 
0440 GMT 22 Jun 81] 


SOVLETS HELD PRISONERS--Islamabad, 17 Jun (UNI-DPA)--Afghan "mujahideer" 
(guerrillas) are at present holding about 2,000 Soviet prisoners, according 
to a spokesman of the Pakistan-based Afghan resistance group, Jamiat-e-Islami., 
(Qazi Nek Mohammad), the spokesman, said here on Wednesday that the prisoners 
were being held in underground cells and "as far as possible" were kept alive. 
"Only when the muhajideen fear that the enemy will overwhelm them do they 
execute their prisoners," he said indicating that it was the new rule. 
Previously the mujahideen were known to kill the captured Russians, sometimes 
by torture and with or without a summary trial. The mujahideen captured six more 
Russians last Sunday, the spokesman said reporting an encounter near Gomal in 
Paktia Province bordering Pakistan. [Text] [BK230555 Delhi INDIAN EXPRESS 

in English 18 Jun 81 p 1] 


REPLENLSHING ARMED FORCES--New Delhi, 19 June--the pro-Moscow regime of Babrak 
Karmal has launched a new conscription drive to replenish the ranks of its 
desertion-plagued armed forces following increased resistance by guerrillas, 

a Kabul report said on Monday. An estimated 10,000 Kabul high school students 
in the final year have been directed to enroll for compulsory military service, 
the source said, All those who enroll will be eligible for graduation certifi- 
cates without taking examinations, he added. The source, who has been accurate 
in the past, said a steady series of desertions and civil war casualties have 
reduced the strength of the Afghan army to 25,000 from 90,000 at the time of 
the December 1979 Soviet military intervention. This forced the regime recently 
to lower the minimum draft age from 22 to 19, the source reported. But boys 

as young as 15 were being forcibly taken to military induction camps by search 
parties making nightly sweeps of Kabul residential neighborhoods, the sources 
said, adding that a large number of young men have fled to escape the draft. 
Authorities in Kabul have also increased the term of service of all categories 
of soldiers by 1 year, the report added.--APA, [Text] [GF221343 Karachi DAWN 
in English 20 Jun 81 p 1] 
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NEW BULGARLAN PREMIER=-Kabul, 2) June (BAKHTAR)--A congratulatory telegram has 
been sent by Sultan ‘Ali Keshtmand, chairman of the Council of Miniatersa of the 
iemocratic Republic of Afghanistan, to Sofia, addressed to Grisha Filipov on 
his appointment as the chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Bulgarian 
People's Republic, Wishing him good health and further successes in this new 
post, the telegram expresses confidence that the fraternal relations and inter~ 
nationalist cooperation between the peoples and governments of Bulgaria and 
Afghanistan will further expand for ‘ae benefit of the peoples of the two 
countries and the consolidation o! id peace. [Text] [LD220906 Kabul 

BAKHTAR in English 0445 GMT 22 Jun 41) 
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ALGERIA 


SOCIAL DISCONTENT REPORTED TO BE INCREASING 
Paris LE MONDE in French 1 Jun 81 p 3 
(Article from correspondent Daniel Junqua: "Social Unrest Keeps Increasing") 


(Text) In its Thursday 28 May issue, REVOLUTION 
AFRICAINE, the organ of the FLN has published a severe 
warning to the "men who work in the shadows, both in- 
side and outside the country" in order to "destabilize" 
the power. The fact is that, as our correspondent re- 
ports, activists’ doings (LE MONDE, 21, 22 and 24-25 
May) reflect a social unrest which extend beyond the 
universities. In addition, the disciplinary board of 
the Annaba university has pronounced the final exclusion 
of 19 students accused of taking part in "acts of 
vandalism." 


Algiers--The activities of Muslim activists are only the most serious element in 
a situation which causes much concern. There exist an undeniable social unrest, 
an increasingly widespread feeling of being somehow "fed up." The steady rise in 
prices, the dramatic housing shortage, the inadequacy of public facilities, the 
increase in social differences, the luxury which is too openly displayed by some, 
are stead.ly becoming harder to bear for a population which includes 60 percent 
of youths under 20, many of whom are unemployed. All this has provided the 
Muslim activists with ready themes for their propaganda. 








In addition, this social unrests leads to violent and sudder explosions, like those 
that occurred lately at Bordj-Menaiel near Algiers, after a soccer vame, or near 
Lakhdaria, where a whole community rose in protest against the transfer of their 
city hall. which had been decided without their beine asked. 


Public opinion has welcomed the cleanine-up Campaign launched by President Chadli 
Bendjedid, and the head of the state retains a large capital of sympathy and 
confidence. But an increasing number are blaming him for hesitating ard putting 
off action, and wonder whether he will be able to "go all the way." The first 
trials of personalities accused of corruption, misappropriation of state funds, 
and various embezzlements are scheduled to start early in June. On the other hand, 
a few ill-advised operations have further contributed to creating a heavy atmos- 
phere, especially the purchase of a few thousand Japanese Honda cars, which look 
luxurious and have been said somewhat too often to be reserved for the cadres. 

It did not take long for the people to react, and dozens of these cars have been 
vandalized (broken windshields and headlights, scratched paint finish, etc.), or 
even entirely destroved, as in Oran. 


9294 
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ALGERIA 


CHELIFF NEW NAME FOR ASNAM 
Paris LE MONDE in French 28 May 81 p 7 


[Article from interim correspondent: "El-Asnam Comes to Life Again Under the Name 
of Cheliff£") 


[Text] El Asnam=--On Wednesday 27 May in Paris, the UNESCO general director, Mr Ama- 
dou Mahtar M'Bow made an appeal to international solidarity to help in the recons- 
truction of the educational, scientific and cultural buildings which were destroyed 
last 10 October in the El Asnam earthquake; the day before, President Chadli 
Bendjedid had visited the area and inaugurated several housing developments 
intended for the victims of the disaster. To symbolize the return to ncrmal con- 
ditions, he announced the end of the military command mission and the direct re- 
sumption, by civilian authorities, of all their responsibilities. 


El Asnam--formerly Orleansville, which had already been destroyed by an earthquake 
in 1954--will now be called Cheliff, from the name of a local river. 


Damages Exceed 20 Billion Francs 


Seven months after the disaster which killed almost 3,000 people, according to 
official figures, all of the people's hopes are turned toward improving daily 
living conditions. After an extremely cold winter spent under tents (LE MONDE, 

23 April), the major concern is housing. Twenty-three thousand small prefabricated 
houses have been imported from Europe ard Canada: they are intended for the cities; 
another 21,500 will be erected in rural areas by Algerian enterprises or under a 
build-your-own program with the aid of national service draftees. 


The first prefabricated housing units had been promised for the end of March; deli- 
very has been much delayed because of the search for suitable sites, poor weather 
conditions, road reconditioning and, now, the unability of suppliers to maintain 
the delivery rates mentioned in the contracts. 


According to official sources, 6,200 small houses had already been delivered on 
10 May, and 3,200 had been assembled. These housing units are expected to last 
for some 20 years, until the disaster acea has been permanently rebuilt; they 
include all the usual amenities. 








Negotiations are under way to import collective facilities, administrative buildings, 


health infrastructures and especially some 2,000 classrooms to replace the tents 
at the start of the next school year. 
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fone Algerian government, which had estimated at over 20 billion frencs the damages 
caused by the earthquake has, for its part, granted another 4 billion francs ol 
credits, in addition to the first 8 billion francs made available in January. 
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IRAN 


SECURTTY OF EASTERN BORDER QUESTIONED 
Tehran ‘EYAN-b JABHEH<-YE MELLI in Persian 19 May 81 pp 1, 2 


fArticle: “Warning to the Iranian People! Who is Responsible for 
Securine the Eastern Borders of the Country?"/ 


/‘Text/ it is a reality that our brother and neighboring nation, 
Afehanietan, is suffering from the tyranny of a dictatorial, anti- 
people, dependent government which has imposed the harshest living 
contitions on this deprived nation. It is also true that we, as a 
neichboring country, have certain responsibilities toward this 
brother nation of fellow believers, We must do our duty based on 
defined standards and in a calculated and reasonable way, such as 
creatine camps for the Afghan refugees, issuing visas and work per- 
mite for them, and, if possible, providing them with food or any 
other kind of help we can give, But whut has happened and what is 
soine on at the present time are quite different. 


The number of Afghans who have crossed the borders illegally into 
Iran and are merely considered as brother Moslems by the ruling body 
is unknown, as is the case with many other things nowadays. About 

> million Afehans are now living in Iran illegally. And because 
there are no reculations, unfortunately, certain undetirable indivi- 
duale have also penetrated this large population. 


‘ven if we do not deal with the theft and crimes committed throuchout 
the country by some of these mischievous individuals among the Mosler 
brothers; even if we do not say a word about the fact that millions 
of Iranian workers are unemployed, for reasons which can be ex; lained 
and have been replaced in the workshops by these Moslem brothers; 
even if we do not mention the fact that given the shortages of food 
and the rationine of the most vital needs of our own people, 
erovidine food for these 2 million people is an additional burden; 
and even if we do not raise the issue of some of these brother 
Yoslems being extensively involved in smuggling arms and narcotics, 
we cannot remain silent concerning one problem, which is: given the 
present condition of the country, it is possible that among this 
laree foreien croup in Iran, there exists a significant force 
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oreanived by the worldwide conspiratorial powers, which can be vsed 
for conspiratorial policies, when necessary, against the lranian 
p@ople and the territorial integrity of Iran, Hence, we find it 
necessary to warn not the simple-minded authorities and those for 
whem a country means nothing, but the true owners of this country, 
the Iranian people, of the probability of this danger, Let it be 
said, so that in the future it will not be said that no one paid 
attention to this important issue, It must also be pointed out that 
each one of the unpleasant social ills resulting from the presence 
of these people in the country mentioned earlier are of such impor- 
tance that a quick solution to this problem is necessary. 


950% 
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LRAN 


SIMILARITIES SEEN IN SAVAK'S, PRESENT REGIME'S TACTICS 
Tehran PEYAM-E JABHEH-YE MELLI in Persian 19 May 81 pp 1, 4 


Ferstghe: "GAVAK Was Hated for the Same Tactics Used at the Present 
Time" 


(Yext/ Rulers who are alienated from the people are extremely oefraia 
of the impact, side effects, and consequences of public discontent, 
Hence, they try to somehow prevent the expression, reflection, and 
Spread of this discontent, which often occurs in the people's dis- 
cussions, The tactics followed by the previous regime is a case in 
point, At that time, the mystery that SAVAK had enveloped itself in 
and was even advertising had caused uncertainty, terror, fear, 
skepticiaem, and distrust, in addition to the forced precepts and 
standards of this terrible organization, to prevail over the society. 
It had forced the people to be careful and cautious in their inter- 
actions with one another, This caution doubled with pessimism 
existed everywhere and for almost everyone, on the street, in the 
office, and even among family members, You were afraid lest some 
family member be a SAVAK informer without your knowing it; you would 
not speak critically in a taxi lest the driver or one of the passen- 
fers be a secret agent; and you would not express skepticism in the 
office about the notorious "great civilization" or express any com- 
plainte whatsoever lest some fellow employee be a SAVAK agent who 
might inform on you and take your job away! True, if you complained, 
protested, or expressed opposing views, if your actions, behavior, 

or words spoke of your internal pain, or if in carrying out your 
"duty" you "failed" the test, you would not only be deprived promo- 
tions and various benefits but you would also be punished so severely 
by the peculiar tactics and obstacles that they created for you that 
you would never even think of doing the same again. Occupying high 
positions in the administration or other organizations of the country 
-=-with few exceptions--often depended on submissiveness, contentment, 
and lone experience in flattery and the customary good behavior and 
obedience of the time, All of these worked as control levers and 
means of creating an oppressive environment through which the Satanic 
SAVAK orcanization was able to make its will prevail over the society, 
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And the present dietators are moving very rapidly in the same direc- 
tion, On tep of creating organizations for the censorship of ideas 
and autoeratic, jack-of-all-trade political and ideological institu- 
tions ealled "“Telamic societies" within government organizations and 
offices and in the military; on top of the arrests and imprisonments 
by the committees, torture, and harassment of people, the notorious 
triale of the revolutionary courts, executions in the streets in 
order to ereate terror and fear in the people, stoning, chopping off 
hande and feet of human beings, absolute control over radio and tele- 
Vision, and closing, banning, and censorship of the press, the 
autocratic rulers took another step last week: 


The war-time Court for Violations and Fines has warned all drivers of 
publie vehicles, especially taxi drivers, that "for counterrevolu- 
tionary behavior sch a8 Bpreading rumors, insulting the authorities 
of the country, and weakening the regime of the Islamic Republic, in 
addition to being heavily fined, they will lave their work permits 
voided and their names taken off the list of the responsible drivers 
of Tehran." (1) 


fou ean see that the ruling dictators who are aware of the deep dis- 
content of the people have found the way to prevent its expression! 
Through such "measures," none of these "“martyr-nurturing people" 
would dare speak about unemployment, poverty, high prices, confusion, 
slosure of the universities, "rumors," torture, corruption, theft, 
the injustice and cruelty of the regime, or many other problems and 
calamities which the people face, nor would they even speak about 
their personal situations with the person next to them because such 
conversation might be considereJ’ spreading rumors, insulting the 
authorities of the country, or weakening the regime of the Islamic 
Republic, and the speakers would be regarded as counterrevolu- 
tionaries! 


lhese centlemen have forgotten that firstly, SAVAK was hated for 
exaetly such tactics, Secondly, given the anarchy prevailing over 
the society, have the operators of the “system of the Islamic 
Republic” left any system at all, that we can speak of “weakening” 
it? Who else is to blame? 


A0¢0/11 
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RES TORATLON OF MONAROHY TERMED UNAVOTDABLE 


Paria IRAN LIBRE in French 1 Jun 81 pp 1,2 
lArticle: "Things which are not said in the West") 


[lext] Saturday 23 May, one of the judiciary spokesmen for the Lslamic republic 
apoke on the radio; in a toneless voice, he announced "the discovery and neutraliz- 
ation of a new plot to overthrow the regime." 


According to the speaker, the underground monarchist group "Pars," which intended 
to overthrow the Islamic republic, was the third card played by the Americans. The 
first two had been the disastrous Tabas expedition (25 April 1980) and the Lraki 
aggression. These monarchists were said to have maintained permanent contacts with 
Shah Rega II, Queen Farah, and with Bakhtiar, Oveissi, Madani and Nazih, all of 
whom were said to have provided instructions and financing. According to the 
spokesman, the 300 suspected of complicity with the conspirators included some 
bazaris and a few clerics. Eighteen were arrested. 


Two days later, we learned that some 70 more people had been arrested; among then 
were army and police officers, pasdarans, bazaris and clerics. 


The most striking fact in the version given by the Islamic republic is that it is 
illogical. The mixture of complicity it denounces is, to say the least, surprising. 
All observers know that Admiral Madani and former President of the Bar Nazih, who 
were among the first supporters of Khomeyni and later on became his opponents, have 
openly declared themselves in favor of the creation of an Iranian republic, and 
that they are not in contact with the monarchists. In addition, Bakhtiar, who 
remains the irreconcilable enemy of Oveissi, himself a royalist, has never clearly 
taken position or stated his intentions. 


it is also known that the Islamic government feels threatened primarily by the 
dissident clergy and by the bazaris, not to mention the monarchists whom they 
consider, of course, to be the most dangerous; these are the people they try to 
eliminate at all costs. The dissident clergy still retain a wide audience and 
the bazaris are still very rich and influent. Contrary to what one might believe, 
the regime is not much afraid of leftist groups; they retain the rights to sell 
their newspapers in the street, while one line, one photograph from a monarchist 
source is the occasion for terrible punishment, which may mean immediate execution. 
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This new demonstration of the strength and scope of the monarchist movement ob- 
viously throws the authorities into a panic; they take advantage of it, however, 

and their ultimate action is to commit new cr.imer, There ia no need to stress the 
lack of credibility of their version of the "plot." One fact remains: no one, or 
almost no one, now doubts but that the restauration of the monarchy is unavoidable. 
Monarchy is profoundly anchored in the soul and collective subconscious of the 
Iranians; after 2500 years it is still the only regime most of the people know how 
to live with and under which they think they can find a solution to their problems. 


[t would have been childish to believe that two years of hideous crimes and op- 
pression could change this state ot mind. It would have been childish to think 
that the old order could be suppressed by cowardly shooting its best proponents. 
It was vain to imagine that the Iranians would chose archaic obscurantiem and 
barbarity. Besides, the people have shown a pride and moderation which would be 
hard to find elsewhere in periods of suci anarchy. Nobody has taken advantage of 
the chaos to sack defenseless cities. 


The mudjaheddin (Islamist Marxists) themselves have yielded to evidence; they have 
noticed that monarchist feelings were still alive in the hearts of the majority of 
our compatriots and are attempting to ally themselves with them to overthrow the 
"“mollarchy."” In an open letter addressed to Khomeyni and published in the daily 
KEYHAN (12 May), they complain about the public insults which they are suffering 
and admit that "... even under the old regime it was never like that... Let us 

only recall that during the past two years only, 50 of our militants have been 
killed, 14 of them in the last 40 days alone. In the 9 May issue of KEYHAN, we 
find the following statement of the mudjaheddin spokesman: "We feel that the 
political future belongs to the nationalist bourgeoisie and that a tactical alliance 
with it is necessary..." Whether the mudjaheddin intend to use the “bourgeoisie” 
as a stepping stone in the future is another question. What is important is that 
the strength of the feelings of loyalty to the monarchy has finally been reco- 
gnized. This is what has thrown the Islamic republic into a panic; in view of 

the scope and intensity of the movement, they can no longer ignore it or remain 
silent. This is why the constant warnings of Khomeyni to his faithfuls alternate 
with spectacular revelations intended to frighten the people or draw their atten- 
tion away from the real problem. 


Alone, the western mass-media remain obstinately silent, they will wait and see. 
The mollahs know perfectly well that they lack the national and historical legiti- 
macy enjoyed by the monarchy. They know that this silent, steady and obstinate 
upsurge will not be stopped by terror and murder but that, on the contrary, it will 
go on increasing every day. 


And yet, yet... In spite of these remarkable events which, unfortunately, promise 
to bring more bloodshed, Eric Rouleau, usually so prolific about the sad exploits 
of the Islamic Republic, remains eloquently silent: this time the heroes of the day 
are no friends of his. 


9294 
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TUDEH PARTY'S DEFENSE AGAINST PREMIER RAJA'I'S ATTACKS 
Tehran NAMEH=YE MARDOM in Persian 26 May 81 pp 1, 2 


/Text/ Mr Mohammad 'Ali Raja'i, the prime minister, said in a speec 
in a seminar on the problems of workers recently held in the audi- 
torium of the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs: 


"The main opponents of the revolution in the wor- 
king environment are highly political organiza- 
tions, including the Tudeh Party. To purge the 
environment, special attention must be paid to 
this group. .. . What concerns us is that there 
are groups which are cunning and, unfortunately, 
although they pretend to follow the line of the 
imam, they neither believe in the imam's God nor 
his downtrodden, They are the staunch enemies 

of Islam, In my opinion, these people receive 
direct instructions from abroad. Whenever they 
are instructed to compromise, they wait patiently 
in the face of your greatest attacks; and if they 
are ordered to attack, they chop off the heads of 
the most oppressed people of the society. They 
have already shown themselves in two distinct 
periods. During the period of Dr Mosaddeq's 
movement, they did not give a moment's chance to 
this man to continue his fight against 
Eneland... ." 





(MIZAN, 30-2-60 /20 May 81/7) 
We usually refrain from responding to insults against the Tudeh Party 
of Tran /TPT7. But when the speaker is the prime minister, we have 
no choice but to analyse and answer the issue. 
The summary of “Mr Raja'i's attack against the TPI is as follows: 


First, one of the "main opponents of the revolution" is the TPI, 
Second, in “purging the environment," “special attention must be 
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naid" to the Tudeh members, Third, the TPL not only does not 
believe in the “iman's God" but does not even believe in the "down- 
trodden people of the imam," Fourth, this party "receives direct 
{neatructions from abroad" and if it is instructed to attack, "it 
will even chop off the head of the most oppressed people of the 
society," 


And the "reason" behind all this slander and insult is that the TPI 
"did not eive Mosaddeq the chance to fight against England,. ." 


We are extremely surprised and disappointed that the prime minister 

of the |slamic Republic of Iran should make statements which neither 
benefit the revolution, nor are truthful, nor are in accordance with 
common standards of social behavior because: 


lL, The "main enemy of the revolution" is imperialism headed by the 
Jnited States and not the TPI, whose sacrificing defense of the 
revolution and the Islamic Republic of Iran is known to everyone in 
Iran and throughout the five continents, 


What makes a responsible and committed authority cloud the line 
between friends and enemies, placing among the "main opponents" a 
Sincere, self-sacrificing friend such as the TPI, a group whose best 
members are offering their lives in the war fronts to defena the 
revolution? 


>, $Instructions to "pay special attention" to the Tudeh members in 
"nurrcine the environment" is first of all unjust and contrary to the 
interests of the revolution, because you cannot throw out of the 
front lines of the defenders of the revolution a group of the most 
Sincere, self-sacrificing defenders of the revolution merely because 
of their worldview of scientific socialism, Furthermore, purging the 
Tudeh members is a violation of the Constitution of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran which prohibits censorship of ideas, Just a few 
days aro, the head of the Supreme Judicial Council and the prosecutor 
ceneral sait that anyone who supports the revolution cannot be dis- 
missed because of his political beliefs, Then, how can you include 
in a purge the Tudeh members, who are sincerely giving their lives 

to defend the revolution and the Islamic Republic of Iran? 


., .\We have declared a thousand times that the TPI is not a relicious 
party; it is a political party; it is a party for the workers, In 
our party, there are workers and laborers who are Moslems and those 
who follow other religions. 


Concerning the statement that the Tudeh members do not believe in the 
"downtrodden people of the imam," we must say that the TPI is the new 
narty of the Iranian working class and the party of all working and 
deprived people of this society. We are the party of the same class 
that /Imam Khomeyni/ /in boldface/ calls "ghetto-dwellers" and 








"slumedwellers," whom he considers higher than any palace-dweller, 
Our party, with all its being and with its own political views, has 
unbreakable ties with those who work with their hands and those who 
work with their minds, Our party has made thousands o! sacrificen 
for these very downtrodden people in its life of 40 years, 


How could such a party be called anti-downtrodden? 


5S, "Setting direct instruction from abroad" is also an old slande: 
Which has been repeated for 60 years against the new party of the 
Tranian working class by the enemies of the Iranian people, It is 
most surprisine and unfortunate that the prime minister of the 
revolutionary rsovernment of Iran speaks against the most strupgplin: 
and oldest party of our country by using the words, idioms, ani! 
weapons made by the lowest imperialistic and tyrannical organiza- 
tions, 


6, Coneerning "not giving a chance" to Dr Mosaddeq in "fightin 
Eneland," in fact, we have explained the fight of the TPI during the 
movement for the nationalization of oil and its relations with the 
roveri ment of Dr Mosaddeq over and over again, most recently in the 
book "Tajrobeh-ye Bist-o Hasht-e Mordad" (The Experience of the 28th of 
Mordad7, History must be read free of prejudgment, then judgment can 
be made, How can such an accusation be made of a party which has 
carried the banner of struggle against British and American imperial- 
ism, a party which was the only political organization supporting 

Nr Mosaddeq at the outset of the 28 Mordad (6 Aug/ coup, a party 
which lost many of its best members, who were also the best children 
of this nation, to firing squads, and hundreds of whom were thrown 
into the dungeons of prisons as a result of the 28 Mordad coup? 


7, Under the present conditions in which we are faced with various 
conspiracies of imperialism headed by the United States, the main 
enemy of the Tranian people, and the counterrevolution which it has 
nurtured--when /Imam Khomeyni/ /in boldface/ has instructed that an 
environment of calm be established, that escalation of the diffe- 
rences between the pro-revolutionary forces be avoided, and that all 
the revolutionary forces, regardless of political, ideological, or 
relicious beliefs, be mobilized and united against the main enemy 
and against the war which has been forces on our country by the main 
enemy=--who will benefit from Mr Raja'i's slander and insults arainst 
one of the main defenders of the revolution and the Islamic Republic 
of Iran, the TPI? 


We are most surprised and disappointed at the statements of Mr 

Raja'i arainst the TPI. We strongly protest these untruthful, unjust, 
and slanderous statements, Sut despite all of this, we will not 
deviate from our correct path and we will persistently continue our 
principle revolutionary line, The total support of the TFPI for the 
revolution and the Tslamic Republic of Iran does not come from fear, 











hynpoerisay, or hopes for any special favors, We, the Tudeh members, 
have been walking forward for decades with our people in front of the 
revolutionary caravan, We have tolerated insults, slander, exile, 
imorisonment, torture, and executions along this road, We are also 
ready to suffer all sorts of hardship in defending the revolution and 
the [slamel Republic of Tran because: /In our belief, one is an 
infidel if one feels offended!/ /in boldface] 


jut onee avain we remind you of the wise statement of /Imam Khomeyni/ 
/in beldface/: Our people made a revolution with unity and became 
vietorious over the tyrant and the Great Satan, And our people can 
briny a deeisive, final victory to the revolution only through unity. 


ve hope and expect that Mr Raja'i, as the prime minister who follows 


the line of the imam, will always keep in mind the wise statement of 
/Tmam Khomeyni/ fin boldface/, 
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MUSLIM STUDENTS ATTACK LEGAL BILL ON POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 


Teheran STUDENT PAMPHLET in Persian 29 Mar 81 pp 1-2 


[Text] ‘Yarning By the Union of Moslem Students Association of the Universities 
and Institutions of Higher Learning pertaining to the abolition of Revolutionary 
political freedoms disguised by the so-called legal bill of the Activities of 
the Political Parties. 


In the name of God and in the name of the heroic people of Iran. A group of 
representatives affiliated with the ruling monopolistic wing have recently 
introduced a bill to the Parliament about the activities of the parties and 
associations whose generalities have been approved by the Parliament. From the 
text of this bill it seems that the reactionary ruling party, which has not 
gained any result from the unofficial policy of mace-bearing and terror in the 
past two years aimed to crush or at least to seclude the revolutionaries, is now 
trying deceitfully to pass and implement such bills in order to disguise legally 
their monopolistic intentions and aims so that they can legalize and complete 
the policy of crushing the people's freedom and increase the pressure and 
restrictions upon revolutionary forces. 


A short review of the reactionary bill of "the activities of the parties and 
associations" and its application with the Constitution clearly indicates that 
whenever the group interests of these constitutional lovers contradict or interfere 
with what they themselves have passed, how encumbered these devotees become! 
Although the Constitution has on numerous occasions emphasized the political 
freedom, freedom of parties, associations, publications and press, holdings of 
meetings and marches, among them Article 26 of the Constitution says: 


"Parties, groups, political and professional associations, as well as 
Islamic AsSociations, or recognized religious minorities are free, 
provided they do not violate principles of independence, freedom, and 
national unity or Islamic principles or the foundation of the Islamic 
Republic;" 


Also, article 9 of the Constitution indicates: 
"In the Islamic Republic of Iran, freedom, independence, unity and the 


territorial integrity of the country are inseperable from one another 
and no authority shall Limit legal freedom, even by enacting laws and 
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regulations, in the name of preserving the independence and territorial 
tt 


integrity of the country;” and,.. 


Our people bear witness that as a result of ever-increasing domination of events 
and backward elements over a large segment of organs and institutions of the 
country, how these minimum freedoms are constantly and ever-increasingly violated 


and trampled upon by power expansionists and monopolists. We call to the attention 


of all progressive and popular forces as well as the responsible and informed 
personalities to this matter that in case of final approval and implementation 
of such bills, which clearly represent approval and implementation of such bills, 
which clearly represent the backwardness and monopolistic belief and perspectives 
of its schemers and participants, only the ruling monopolistic party and its 
affiliated societies and groups will be permitted to be active and free from inter- 
ference of "outsiders" so that they can completely bring the country under their 
monopolistic domination. 


Lt is essential to be reminded that from our point of view, a genuinely revolu- 
tlonary and progressive force, especially if it is based on the realistic vision 
of monotheism, is never scared of confrontation of different thoughts and 
opinions. On the contrary, it finds them essential to the growth and richness 
of political culture of the society and welcomes it. 


The healthy and revolutionary encounter of genuine Islam with different thoughts 
and perceptions during its bloody course of history confirms this point. Related 
to this, we must remember the saying of Father Taleghani who, inspired by the 
liberating Islamic school of thought, objected to the narrow-minded action of 

the reactionaries and exclaimed: "Any group which wants to limit the freedom 

of discussion and criticism has not recognized Islam." 


Now we must teach these gentlemen, from whose small brains such reactionary laws 
have emanated, that the roots of deep social grievances can never be compensated 
by opposition to democracy or by muzzling the remaining freedom of the people 
and by shrinking the political atmosphere for the revolutionary forces, organiza- 
tions and opposition parties, and... for these actions’ eliminate the 
possibilities of a peaceful encounter and campaign among all levels and forces 
and finally drive the society toward the establishment of a Fascist dictatorship 
disguised by religion; and this is exactly what the imperialists have anticipated 
for a long time. 


Historical experience of the masses' revolution points out that under present 
conditions, the safeguard of political freedom can be achieved solely in the 
framework of a basic campaign against anti-despotism, anti-colonialism and 
anti-exploitation to solve the social and economic problems of our homeland and 
liberate the society from the present deadlock. Naturally, only a law, which is 
based on the interest of the people and helps the depth and expansion of 

the anti-imperialist struggle in this very sensitive period of our history, can be 
legitimate and could have the support of the people. 


The Union of Moslem Students Association of Universities and Institutions of 
Higher Learning desires the resistance and wide-reaching protest of our heroic 
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people, entire forces, and progressive and popular personalities to reveal and 
eliminate another one of the plots and antihuman plots of the ruling reactionary 
and monopolists in order that the backward reactionaries forever be frustrated in 
their hopes of breaking the ties between the revolutionaries and the people. 
[Signed] Union of Moslem Students Association of Universities and Institutions of 
Higher Learning. 


9815 
CSO: 4906/232 
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HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN NATION CITED 


London AL-ZAHF AL-AKHDAR in English 22 May 81 pp 8-9 


[Text] For twelve years Saddam Hussein and his clique 
have been in power in Iraq. These years have been a 
period of constant and rapid decline, culminating in a 
fratricidal war against the Revolutionary forces of Iran 
and an ever-increasing spiral of repression at home, and 





crowned finally by a treacherous alliance with Egypt's 


Sadat and imperialist America. 


Here is a report on the 


political situation in Iraq by an editor of AL-ZAHF AL- 
AKHDAR, recently returned from a visit to that country, 
and extracts from an independent report by Amnesty In- 
ternational, substantiating allegations of torture and 
terror by Sedidam's regime. 


THE INFORMATION gathered in — 


Baghdad on the political, 
economic and social situation is 
a painful and tragic report on the 
growing sufferings of the people 
of \raq under an incompetent 
and corrupt regime. At the end of 
the Tahrir Bridge, on the Kar'.na 
side of Baghdad and o\ er' voking 
the river Tigris, there stands a 
multi-storied building known as 
the Ministry of Planning. It also 
houses the headquarters of the 
Supreme Planning Council and 
offices of those honorary Min.s- 
ters, the so-called Ministers of 
State. In spite of its name, it pro- 
vides |raq with anything but pian- 
“ing. 


Economic cisaster 
There is chaos and confusion 


in the so-called Planning Coun- 


cil, chaired by Saddam Hussein 


himself. The Ministry is divided 
into short, medium, and long- 
term planning sectors, and there 
are certainly a large number of 
dedicated and hard-working 
Ba athists and non-Ba athisis 
active there. But all their efforts 
are regularly frustrated because 
of the power of veto exercised by 
Saddam or his cousin Hassan 
Abdul Majid, the managing direc- 
tor of the Regional Party Sec- 
retariat s Head Office, or by any 
other member of Saddam's cii- 
que including Sabah Merza, his 
right arm, or people like Tabban, 
Sabaani or Barzan, his brothers. 

This was already going on long 
before the wai against iran, but at 
present the need to find a million 
dinars a day for that war has 47 
ven these officials into a pitch of 
frenzy. The country — the sec- 
ond largest oil producer in the 
world — has still mostly 
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makeshift school buildin7s in the 
rural areas, where miliions of 
people are still suffering from 
bilharzia, a disease the govern- 
ment could long ago have 
checked by the proper ailoca- 
tions of esources. So-called offi- 
cial planning has resulted in 
major food shortages through- 
out the country, involving even 
such traditional staple iterns as 
watermelons, onions, eggs. etc. 
Long lines of people queuing up 
to buy petrol for their cars or bot- 
tled gas for their cookers and 
heaters are a daily scene in 
Baghdad and througiwut the 
country. 


Besides dispatching his regu- 
lar army to fight against Iran. 
Saddam has used the armed 
forces to control the Iraqis and 
Kurds in the north of the country 
For this purpose he chose units 
of the so-called popular militia 
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courageous —e: to 
express discontent ourts 


dents thus executed have 
included members of the clergy, 
wirnple workers and even mem. 
bers of the Be athist party itself. 
Over tne months, AL-ZAHF AL 
AKHMDAR has printed a number of 


The Amnesty report 


All our reporting on the subject 
has been vindicated recently by 
the publication in London E: g- 
land, and in other mac Westem 
capitals. of a new report preparer 
by the humanfanan organisation 
Amnesty internatonal 


The report opens by indicating 
that for many years. Uve organise 
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against therm or thew (aries 


spending an hour or two in each 
He was questioned about his 
working conditions, what |.« did 
in his spare time and his future 
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lace down on the floor with his 
nands ved behind his back tis 
interrogators trod hard on his 
body several umes. Me was 
beaten on his hands and on the 
soles of his feet with a stick and a 
whip. probably made of split elec 
tric flex. In another room the 
same day they tried to induce 
an erection of his penis both by 
hand and mouth. 

Then the torture 
more systematic, taking piace 
every one or two hours. His heed 
was whipped and beaten so hard 
that he often lost consciousness 
In the course of the third or fourth 
day he lost all sense of time 
Once he was tied to a chair, his 
chest against the seat and his 
limbs bound against the iegs of 
the chair. Me was then our hed 
and besten with a stick He 
fainted several times After 
regainin’, Consciousness ©) one 
occasion he was aware that he 
had been raped. He was then 
made to st or 3 cold bottle like 
object which v as forced into his 
rectum causing “sient pain. He 
fainted and woke up when cold 
water was poured on him. For 
weeks after this he bied on defe- 
cation 


He also received ard karate- 
style edge-of-the-hand biows to 
the lower spine, after this he 
developed enuresis over a period 
of days. His interrogation con- 
tinued over the next few days. 
often under the supervision of an 
officer The interrogators burned 
hirn with a sharp object about the 
size of a pencil. At first he thought 
it was @ cigarette but the hot 
obiect was pressed against hs 
skin for too long and he fer it 
could not be one. They started 
buming the of his left 
hand, threatening, if he still 
refused to disclose any names. to 
bum his right hand as well so that 
he could never write again. His 
leR hand was bummed in five 


became 


places and then his legs were 
burned 


All in all, We doctors who 
examined Al’ Shaw! in 
Copenh gen, found 35 circular 
of oval scars, on dorsum of left 
hand, lateral aspects of thighs, 
flexor and \ateral aspect of both 
legs. on the medial dnd lateral 
aspect of the feet and on the 
abdominal skin. The size of the 
scars ranged from 5 millimetres 
by 5 millimetres to 27 millimetres 
by 18 millimetres The doctors 
unaminously agreed that all the 
scars they had observed were 
CO. patible with lesions from 
burns 

During the period w nen his tor- 
turers burned him, the report 
conunues, Burhan Al Shawi had 
no sense of time or place bul was 
aware all the ume of the smell of 
burned flesh and a constant and 


_ excruciating pain from the burns 


that sometimes caused hirn to 
lose consciousness. He was 
offered water and food, but could 
not eat or drink because of the 
pain, the smell of burned flesh 
and his swollen mouth and lips. 
He was unable to remember 
everything that happened to him 
during the nine days or so he 
spent in the district security 


" headquarters 


When he awoke after his last 
spell of unconsciousness he 
found himself lying in @ street 
clos* to his home. Passers-by 
helped him get home. A doctor 


treated him the first week, but 
then the doctor had to flee the 
country hurmedly He received 
various medicines. both cap- 
sules and tablets. His burns — 
there were 35 of therm — were 
cleaned with a red fluid. There 
are several gaps in his memory 
about this period. At first he siept 
a jot and could take only fluids 
Two months passed before he 
could move with any ease, and it 
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was three months before the 
burns healed. On the night of 6 
May 1979 he left iraq illegally 
Thus ends the narrative o/ 
Burhan A Shawi, journalist. wr 
ter, and viewrn of Saddam « tor 
ture squads who speni Mine days 
in the security headquarter | 
Kharkh, Baghdad The fou 
teen other victirns of the wire 
chambers of the buteher of 
Baghdad, as Saddam has cor 
to be known, had very much the 
same tales to tell. They included 
a hospital orderly, a factory work 
ef, journalist, a doctor, univer. ity 
students, a retired lawyer, a cle) 
and a young man doing his mili 
ary service. Nine of them were 
tortured in Baghdad, three in 
Basra, one in Ai Musayyib and A 
Hillam and one in Ba quba and A! 


in Baghdad the majority of the 
vicumns were ‘nterrogated in the 
General Dire storate of Security, a 
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them). Some were beaten with 
rope, 4 wooden stick or 4 whip 
made of spit electric flex. Three 
had been beaten on the genitals 
Another man said Uvat pressure 
had been spplied to his eyes 
through the blindfold All said 
they had been blindfolded dunng 
all or most of the interrogation. 
with their hands ed behind thei 
backs 

Twelve people had been sub: 
jected to lalaqa, and were then 
forced to walk or run up and 
down the room on hot salty 
water Electrical torture was aiso 
used on nearly all the people 
involved. Three main types were 
described |) A truncheon-like 
instrument, usually referred to as 
an ‘electric stick’, about 30 cm 
long and with a cable attached to 


one end. was applied to the sens. 
tive parts of the body. such as the 
face, breasts and genfais, caus. 
ing local pains 2) In a number of 
cases the current was turned on 
after a number of separate elec. 
trodes had been placed on fin- 
gers, nostrils or the abdomen. 3) 


current was turned on, the victirn 
had convulsions and lost con- 
sciousne*s 

Another traditional torture 
method employed by Saddam s 
henchmen was the threat of 
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implementation of the UN resol. 


On 25th January 197! Iraq 
ratified the inemationa! Coven. 
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ture of to cruel and inhuman or 


the constitution of his country he 
is 2 bar, & torturer and an outiew. 
The people of iraq will know what 
to do with hin and his clique 

















BAGHDAD UNDERGROUND TRANSPORTATION PROJECT EXAMINED 


Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 17 May 81 p 2 


\rticle by Akram Dahannon| 


fext) 


To know more abo- 
ut this project we held 
an interview with Mr. 
Jassim Muhammad al- 
Saadi, the General Secre: 
tary of the General Boa- 
rd of the Project who 
said: 

The express we 
board was eS Fo 
rtue of an —sS the 
Revolution 
Council on r —_ 
1980, and was attached 
to the office of the First 
Deputy Premier. It was 
given ——= ay te 
carry out detailed 


ns for the express ma 
ort project for the city of 


(Baghdad h-4 
erground) th 
examination of oni 
minary studies 


already 
made and in the light of 
any innovations in arch 
=~ and ope de- 
ve nts in city. 
The board updated and 
modified the former stu: 
dies in collaboration wi- 


consultants, 
wn the main 
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at oe 
ed in such such work and i 
now engaged on 

ailed designs for the pro: 
ject. The consulting wo- 
rks will be awarded with 
in a short period of time. 


On the systemsand ar- 


comprise networks of fa 
st trains connecting the 


TRAQ 


outlying suburbs of the 
capital with the city cen: 


tre. The third system wiil 
com a network of 
buslines which will feed 
the first two systems. 
The areas through wh 


ich jt AT bed The a 


- main lines. one i 
st line will start from the 
al-Thawra town terminal. 


tinuing from 
the Caliphs Street to the 
North Gate square and 


then turn to run under 
the Imam al-Aadham st- 
reet toward Aadhamiya 
to Antar square and its 
extension. It wil] nass un 
der the Tigris river to 
Khadimiyah heading to 
the towns of Hurriyah 
and Shu'la. There will be 

















about 21 passenger stat- 
ions for this line, all un 
dergroand., 

second line will st- 
art from Ugbah Ibn Na 
fi’ square pass under Sa’ 
doun street, on to the So 
uth Gate square and then 
onward to meet with the 
first line at Khallani squ- 
are. From here it will he 
ad to Gharin’ square in 
Rashid street and then 
pass under the ri- 
ver to Shawaka 
direction of the internat 
ional railway station, and 
will continue under Da- 
mascus street on to Arab 
Cavalier square then on 
under Mansour street up 
to the railway siation at 
Washash. This line will 
have 17 underground st- 
ations in addition to its 
extensions from Ugbah 
Ibn Nafi's square to new 
Baghdad and Za'faraniya 
and then run to the Poli- 
ce township and to al: 
Ameriya as well. 

The third line will 
connect Fahhamah, Wa- 
ziriya, al-Aamil, al-Bayaa’, 
al-Sayidiyah 
with the city centre 

These networks of un 
derground railways will 
be connected to the reg- 
icnal transport networks 
ms — — 

ng soil suitabi 
ity “eM. al'Saadj ex- 
plained: there are quer- 
ies on the suitability 
of the soil within the 


and ra 


capital, Soil layers in Ba- 
ghdad consist generally 
of the surface top layer 
followed by a sand-mud 


layer which rests on a sa- 





ns employed in many ot- 
her countries to constru: 
ct tunnels. Among such 
means are tunne! drilling 


specially ada- 
oad for tac soil. The- 


re are also means of fre- 
ezing the soil and of str 
¢ ning it by injecti- 
on of chemicals and ot 
her materials. It is also 
possible to line the tun- 
ne's built below the level 
of underground § water 
with waterproof materia: 
ls. Some might ask how 
are the tunnels under the 
Tigris are going to be 
built. We reply that this 





will be done by studying 
the best methods emplo 
yed in such cases. Amo- 
ng these is the construc 
tion of the tunnel in se- 
cuons overground and 
sinking them to the site 
intended, There is also 
the method of drilling the 
tunne!s outside the cros 
sing areas. There are, al- 
so other methods, availa 
ble. 
The ject’s phases: 
Mr. al-Saadi said: the fi 
nal studies had proposed 
the construction of three 
lines for the underground 
trains in the form of un 


long term plans. This pr 
oject will construct- 
ed within stated time 
phases. Lines one and 
two will be completed 
and put into tion 
by the end of 1986. Oth 
er parts will be compilet- 
ed im successive states. 
Work on the extensions 
to these two lines and on 
parts of line three will 
commence before 1990. 
Parts which will be com 
pleted will be put into 
operation. The target is 
to have the entire under- 
ground railway networks 
in operation by ihe year 
2000 


Froject features: 


The latest technologica! 
methods will be employ 
ed in designing these un- 
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derground railways, Pas 
senger comfort will be a 
main feature of attract- 
ion. The trains will run 
at speeds that will guar 
antee the arrival of pas- 
sengers to and from the: 
ir work areas in lie 
me. Safety will the 
first consideration of co 
urse. The trains will be 
able to transport 48000 


passengers per hour in 


every direction. In the 
rush hours the trains 
will arrive and 


art at intervals of 90-1 
seconds. At normal tim 
es these intervals will in- 
crease to between 10°25 
minutes. All trains will 
be air conditioned and 
temperatures at stations 
will be modified too. 
Shops and commerical 
centres of various sizes 
will be built in all the 
underground _ stations. 
The Arab and Isiamic 
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type of architecture in 
developed and innovated 
des will be employed 
in all underground §stru- 
ctures. 

The authorities jimpie 
menting the project. 
project will be divided up 
into several contracts 
which will be awarded to 
individual international 
¢ specialised jn 
the particular field. Each 
company will be tied to 
a set time table. 

Role of the Iraqi 
ersonnel; The proj 
ect board's Genera! 
Secre spoke, in concl: 
—. t the role - 
t i personnel. 
e that 


nt and in the future. 
n fact, a number of Ira 
qi engineers have taken 
an active part with the 
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consultants in preparing 
the preliminary and fin- 
al pace. Specific gions 
and programmes w 

laid down in order to br 
ing into participation a 
maximum number of Ir- 
aqi personnel from the 
senior, _—/ ~ and 
beginner levels, Training 
and development philos 
ophy, ony. peaas and progra- 


ol will will be drawn up and 
implemented to enable 
them to operate the pro 
ject. 

The board has adopt- 
ed the idea of bringing 
- participation Iraqi 

ialist firms. This is 
duedy being implemen 
ted. Soil investigation wo- 
rks, for example, have 
been assigned to the na 
tional centre of constru- 
ction laboratories. Univ 
ersity personnel will also 
be brought in to take 
part. 
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ARABISTAN AGRICULTURAL SERVICES EXAMINED 


Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 20 May 81 p 2 


(Article by Akram Dhannoun in Mohammara, Arabistan) 


| Text} The biggest single agricultural complex in 
Arabistan, a composite department rendering agricultural 
services, is now in full operation in the liberated city 
of Mohammara, Arabistan providing various services to the 


peasants there, 


The complex, evolved 
from a skeleton office 
+ up to the benefit of 

rabistani peasants soon 
after the liberation of 
the city by the Iraqi ar- 
fully staffed. departivent 

y t 
of various divisions. Ara- 
bistanis met by this cort- 
espondent have high pra- 
ise for services so far re- 
ndered. 


All services given by 
the — are —t. 
on advice, facilities to st- 
ock breeders and peasan- 
ts including harvesting. 
marketing, inoculation 
and treatment of stocks. 
The complex provides im- 
proved seeds and fertilise- 
rs all free of charge. 
Extension teams oper- 
ating from the compiex 
carry out extension serv- 
ices and hold field demo- 
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bat agricultural plagues. 
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SEMINAR DISCUSSES COOPERATIVE FARM PROBLEMS 
Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 16 May 81 p 5 


[Text] Mr Taha Yassin Ramaddan, Member of the Revolution Command Council, 
Firat Deputy Premier, participated in discussions of the State farme work 
paper, at the seminar organised for this purpose by the Agricultural Engineers 
Union, Thursday evening. 





The Ministers of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform, Irrigation, Planning, the 
Under secretaries of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform, Youth, Irrigation, the 
Chairman and members of the Cooperative Peasants and Societies General Federa- 
tion, Directors of Establishments of the Agricultural sector, and other of fi- 
clals attended the seminar. 


Mr Ramadhan, after listening to discussions by the participants, called for 
formulating new principles and techniques that would turn State farms into 
model schools for peasants in all fields. 


He explained that "we must define the aims of state-farms, afterwards, we would 
fix principles of operation that would transform State farms into carrier of 
modern technology to our countryside." 


He denied any intention to abolish State farms emphasizing that the holding of 
this seminar aimed at exploring the problems faced by these farms. 


He urged increased cooperation between State farms, universities and study 
centres in all fields of agriculture, and the setting up of study centres in 
each State farm, to solve its problems. 


He emphasized the importance of incentives, calling on the farms staff to 
develop their skills and modernize their techniques. 


He also asked the concerned authorities to lay down rules that would make the 
farms useful economically, taking into account area, administration, profit and 
loss and a precise annual account. 


He said, “though we study experiments of developed nations, we must not copy 
them outright, but accommodate them to our circumstances.” He urged the 
‘elimination of administrative clogging use of mechanization, without letting 
this infringe on the role of man, Iraq's first and foremost asset. 
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After praising the work papers, he decided uon the formation of a committee 
chatred by De Samal Faraj, Under secretary of Agriculture and Agrarian reform 
and including chairman of concerned establishments, the D. 6. of Planning at 

the Ministry, two university professors, representatives of peasant societies, 
the Party's Central Peasant Bureau, a specialized member of the Deputy Premier's 
office, 


The purpose of the committee will be to formulate a precise work paper on 
atate tarmes, 
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LRRIGATION PROJECTS NEAR COMPLETION 
Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 20 May 81 p 2 


(Article by Clela Khoshaba] 

























(Text) 

Three The second major Project is concerned wi- 
in the final th the construction of sluice regulators on 
first, “The the Hilla and Deghara rivers in Babylon pr- 
in Diy ovince in order to regulate the flow of water 
provide w irriga- to irrigate the arable land along the banks 
te a total in of the rivers. The also allows for the in- 
area of It will clusion of canals for navigation and the rive- 
consist five 1s will be dredged and widened so as to stab- 
electric eff. ilize the flow of water and to increase the 
ects of Other mount of water available for irrigation pur- 

the coast- § The plan also takes into consideration the 





and improvement of the ecolog- 
aspects of the area and part of the water 
bridges. will be used to beautify the town of Hilla. 
Work on the canal has been completed | The total cost of this scheme is ID. 24 milli- 
and it is expected that three of the power , On. 
stations will be completed by mid 1982. 


Z 
3 






The beneficiaries of the scheme will inclu- | ruct 
de the large state farms at Daboum and Jas- 34,000 m the 
san, covering a total area of 100,000 mash- The project consists of the construction of a 


ara between them. main canal and a network of 30 installations 

It is anticipated that the whole project. 
costing ID. 60 million, will be in full operat- 
ion by mid 1982. 
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BRIEFS 


COOPERATLON AGREEMENT WITH MOROCCO--L[raq and Morocco signed an agreement on 
joint cooperation in the field of work and manpower. The agreement, signed on 
behalf of Iraq by Minister of Labour and Social Affairs, Mr Bakr Mahmoud Rasoul, 
and on Morocco's side by Mr Mohammed Arslan Jadidi, Minister of labour, provides 
for the recruitment of Moroccan workers to work in Iraq's development programmes. 
The agreement also calls for encouragement of movement of workers from one coun- 
try to another as well as other facilities relating to families accompanying 
them. On this occasion, the Iraqi Minister referred to the importance of joint 
Arab action and said that such agreements are ideal forms of cooperation between 
the Arab states leading to the anticipated and advanced standards of growth and 
reconstruction, In reply Mr Jadidi said that Morocco feels proud of Iraq's 
victories against the Persian racist enemy and expressed hope that the bilateral 


relations would witness further progress. [Text] [Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in 
English 21 May 81 p 4) 
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London 8 DAYS in English 6 Jun 81 pp 46, 47 


KHALI FAH DISCUSSES OIL RESERVES 


[Article by Robert Pouliot!) 


Text] 





KUWALT 


—————{[{[{  —————__—_——_——— | 
Sheikh Ali Khalifa, Kuwaiti oi minister, talks to ROBERT POULIOT about 


the revised estimates of the sheikdom’s oil reserves, which put it into 
second place behind Saudi Arabia. He then discusses the success of 
the Kuwait Petroleum Company, set to become the Third World's largest 


multinational. 





ADDITIONAL RESERVES of crude oil, 
estimated at over four billion barrels, have 
heen discovered in Kuwait over the last two 
veers as a result of an intensive exploration 
drive launched to assess the extent of the 
sherkhdom's reserves The successful 
caploration of this amount of oil would 
theoretically cnable Kuwart to maintain 
production for another 160) years at its 
current new target production rate of 125m 
hd. assuming a 100 per cent extraction rate 
from canting wells 

Aside trom the neutral zone Kuwait 
shares with Saud) Arabia. gas and oi! have 
been discovered at depths of between §.200 
and 7.000) metres in the Greater Burgan 
field With the recently discovered oil, 
Kuwait's reserves stand at 72bn barrels, a 
fyure which puts it ahead of the Soviet 
Umon. (See page 44 for a discussion of 
Sovect on reserves ) 

This « « dramatic turn round from 10 
years ago when «a militant opposition was 
actively critvcrsing the government for a 
depletron rate that left Kuwant with only 
70-80 years of production according to 
controwersial estumates made at the time 

The revised estimate was announced by 
Kiuweet © onl monster, Sherkh Al Khalifa al 
Subah who was, however, reluctant to 
provide precise figures 1 don't want to go 
into that But given the success ratio we 
have had im the last two years, | am 
extremely optimistic We have in fact been 
discoverme more than we produce Over 
that peru, we may have discovered more 
than we produced im the last five vears- 
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Until last year. exploration in Kuwait had 
only been carried out to a depth of 
1.500-1.800 metres. The Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation then embarked on 
an extensive seismic survey of the whole of 
western and northern Kuwait below | 800 
metres, as well as offshore areas which are 
not under dispute. Meanwhile earlier 
drilling revealed considerable volumes of 
ol beneath Kuwait City. 

According to the oil minister: ‘The deep 
drilling 1s going on I think that onc gas well 
was due to be tested in May in Burgan at a 
depth of 5.200 metres. For another well, we 
already by-passed what we expect to be the 
production threshold because we want to 
hit the basement at around 7,000 metres 
before we go back and test. That will give us 
a better picture of the geology of the Magwa 
field. in the Greater Burgan area On the oil 


front, we have been discovering small fields 
by Kuwaiti standards — large by 
international standards — and we have an 
active drilling and exploration programm ¢ 

By the carly 1950s the Burgan field, 
which was discovered and drilled in 1937 at 
a depth of 1,200 metres, had become the 
largest known deposit in the world Magwa 
was discovered in 1952 

In the late 1970s the Sheikh was stating 
that his target of production to reserve ratio 
was 100 years. but that figure was only 
exceeded last year following a 25 per cent 
production cut — back to 145m bid 
Combined with a further 16 per cent 











cul-Dack, new discoveries have extended 
ihe life span of Kuwaits reserves to some 
}o0 years or as much as three times Saudi 
Arabians rato under current public 
estimates Only last year, Kuwait tailed 
behind the Soviet Unon by about 2bn 
barrels of onl, in third position according to 
American diplomatic sources. For the time 
being at least, no specific ratio has been set 
and the sky's the limit 

‘| dont know, said Sheikh Ali when 
ushed about the ratio. ‘This is something 
one assesses as One goes on. There is no 


magic number (not even a life span of 200 
years). The problem relates to development 
needs and constraints pul on your return on 
international investments together with 
your expectations about future prices anda 
number of other factors. Our problem in 
Kuwait 1s that we are a one-resource base 
country and we cannot be too careful. We 
have limited manpower and lmited 
everything” With so much oi in a country 
where the population is estimated at 
1 3m-1 Sm (including foreigners), Sheikh 
Ali doubts that there 1s any possibility that 
Kuwait might revert one day to a 
production level of 2m bd 


In addition to its supervision of the 
domestic exploration programme centred 
on the Permian deposits 4,800-6,000 
metres below the Greater Burgan field 
(where major sources of sweet 
non-associated gas were found in Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain and Iran), the Kuwant Oil 
Company i examining the possibility of 
extracting heavy crude in northern Kuwait 
Sources indicate that ‘the $Sbn-$6bn 
project would require steam injection and 
closely related wells 

Despite its new activities abroad through 
cither the newly formed Kuwait Overseas 
Petroleum Exploration Company or the 


International Energy Development 
Consortium in Geneva (where Kuwait 1s 
working with the multinational Volvo and 
the Canadian businessman Maurice 
Strong). the sheikhdom 1s anxious to find 
more of pools to feed its new refining 
ventures both at home and abroad without 
depleting its Own reserves too severely 
Ihe Kuwatt Overseas Petroleum 
baploration Company was capitalised at 
Kuwans dinars 100m ($360m). With a 
refining capacity of 750,000 bid scheduled 
within a few years’ time inside Kuwait and 
the widening participation of the 
sheorkhdom in other refining ventures such 
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as Pacific Resources Incorporated in 
Honolulu which has a 68,000 b/d capacity, 
Kuwait will soon be tying close to 
two-thirds of its crude output to 
pre-designated refineries, thus making the 
market even less flexible. Sheikh Ali was 
optimistic: ‘Especially with the projects we 
have in mind, I hope that by then the 
exploration company will be producing 
some oil... 














KUWAIT 


"ALI KHALIFAH INTERVIEWED ON OIL POLICY 


london 8 DAYS in English 30 May 81 pp 42, 43, 56, 57 


[Interview with Sheikh Ali Khalifa by Robert Pouliot] 


[Text } 


DESPITE THE GLOOMY mood 
prevailing among some oil-producing 
nations on the eve of the Opec conference 
in Geneva, Sheikh Al; Khalifa al Sabah of 
Kuwait foresaw room for compromise 

In a wide-ranging exclusive interview in 
Kuwait, the man known for his key 
mediating role within the 13-member 
organisation and as the main spokesman for 
Opecs moderates acknowledged the 
possibility of an extended oil price freeze to 
bridge the gap between the high-priced 


extra-lght African oil ($40-41) and the 
Saudi $32 marker crude. Both Oa an Oil 
Minister Sheikh Abdelaziz bin Khalifa al 
Thani and his Libyan counterpart. 
Abdessa! m Zagaar, supported the idea of 
a treeze to avord cutting back on nominal 
prices 

As for the long-term pricing strategy set 
out last year by a Six-nation Opec 
committee, Sheikh Ali dened that the glut 
in the world market warranted any special 
amendment: ‘I think that if the formul: is 


perceived again too strictly, it's dead before 
itis born. I think that all the formula says in 
essence is that the real price of oi! should 
increase im moderate terms’ However, a 
number of countries — including Libya, 
Algena and Iran — wish to change it in the 
light of the current gic 

Moreover, Sheikh Ali considered it 
‘futile to talk in Geneva about 
over-production on the part of one 
exporter, or of a small group of countries, 
since he believes that ‘producers in general 
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should now reduce their output to allow 
Iran and Iraq to recapture part of their 
market. 

Sheikh Ali revealed that: 

@ Kuwait's decision to trim its average 
targeted production from 1.5m b/d to 
1.25m b/d on 1 April was noi related to the 
glut but resulted from a decision approved 
six months ago by the sheikhdom's highest 
authorities. 

@Opec could be ‘willing’ to produce 
1.5-2.0m b/d more than the market can 
bear. 

@'in one way or another, all supply 
contracts now in force with Kuwait are 
subject to premiums ranging from below $3 
to $7 a barrel above the $35.5 government 
selling price. 

@ Instead of disappearing because of a 
slackening world market, premiums might 
be maintained by cutting production within 


c 

“Sainoug Opec’s dwindling share of the 
world market’ would not be a bad thing’ and 
was even advocated by the organisation, 
‘substitution to alternative sources of 
energy should not be done too fast, to avord 
causing problems both to consumers and 
Opec nations.” 

Sheikh Ali claimed that the threat of the 
socialist bloc dipping into Gulf reserves‘ has 
been exaggerated beyond reason” He 
‘wouldn't see any problem for Comecon 
countnes io buy small quantities of oil” 

Unlike Sheikh Yamam, who claims that 
the world has now entered a period of glut 




















enginected by Saudi Arabia to force more 
milttant Opec members to tam thea prices 
jor an overall realgament, Sheikh Al 
believes that markel pressures femal, 
tolerable 
There « some willingness to produce 
Heyond the willingness to consume, there is 
no dow about it But unless Iran and Iraq 
restore then production on @ large scale, 
such willingness to overproduce can be 
contamed Hoa country wants to produce 
2m bid and finding outlets for only 1.7m 
bd it still can satiafy tteelf with a 10 percent 
reduced level 
‘So the cuts forced upon individual 
countries by the market remain within a 
tolerable limit as long as Iran and Iraq 
return to the market in the limited way we 
have seen over the last three months But if 
both countries were to imerease their 
supplies drastwally, with other producers 
sticking to thes current levels of output, @ 
glut would appeat on the market 
While the combined production of Iran 
and Iraq ® now fast approaching 2.5m bd 
despite the war along the Shatt al Arab, 
which diplomatic sources capect to last 
through 1981, Iraq is reportedly getting 
ready to eaport up to 1m bid by October, 
through @ comples network of Single-Bouy 
Moorings (SBM) — floating terminals — in 
the Gull Four are now on thei way from 
C alvforma, with a capacity of 60,000 b/d per 
unit 
Shoskh Ab disagreed with Dr UN 
| antvke. the International Energy Agency 
dvrector, who recently estimated the cacess 
supply to be wn the range of 1.5 to 2m bid 
He ® measuring willingness to produce 
more than « needed, whether or not 
producers in fact attained that level. If you 
add up all the willing production within 
Opec, you may wind up with that figure - 
Yer the Kuwaiti mineter believes that 
some countries (without naming Saud 
Arata) are producing too much now 
Unlike Libya and Venezuela, which 
recently, called upon the Saude to trim 
output Sherkh Ali cautions against 
~pooiiving particular countries 
lam not enthuwastc about discussing 
production programming if we concentrate 
om ofe country of a somal group of 
countries lf everybody agreed to 
programme thew production according to 
the only meaningful criteria — reserves — 
and tha were to lead to « unified price 
system. | would be most happy to take part 
in the debate 


90 


‘But ite ompletely futile to say country 
X is over producing, while | know tha: 
country Y, while it © producing only im 
or ' Sm, has a@ much lower 
feserve-to- production ratio | am not 
willing (0 participaie in such ® serie 
discursion’ 

In a bold move two weeks po, which at 
first © emed to indicate Kuwait was the 
latest: victim of the slackening world 
market, the sheikhdom announce that its 
average target production ‘ad been 
reduced to 1.25m bid since 1 Ar fil, a $0 per 
cent cut from the output recor sed in 1979 

“This cutback has nothing to do with 
current so-called glut conditions at all It 
had beer planned for more than sin mont is. 
The Supreme Petroleum Council and the 
Cabinet approved @ policy of reducing our 
production almost sian months ago, 
scheduled for about thie time In fact, the 
justification we gave to the oi! companies 
for the supply cut that affected some of 
them was that we were scheduling @ cut im 
production Its not a temporary measure 
and i remains within government policy to 
tengthen the production pened of our 
fields 

This new Nexible ceiling, liable to go up 
and down according to @ yearly average. 
would leave Gulf. Shell and British 
Petroleum with supplies amounting to 
250,000 bid (give or take 10 per cent) 
from the reported level of 450,000 bd 
under the former contracts 

Kuwait was thereby able to defend its 
premium policy. although the actual 
surcharge above the official government 
price dropped from $7 last autumn to lew 
than $3 for the recentlh renegotiated 
contracts ‘First of all, we at the Kuwan 
Petroleum Corporation buy oi! from the 
government of Kuwart at the official price 
We provide services such as insuring the 
stability of our commument and we should 
he compensated for then We think the 
premium is one way of doing thes We think 
the supphes from Kuwait are stable. and we 
treat our customers correctly 

The #ay Kuwait reacted on the market 
may be indicative of what 1* lkely to happen 
chewhere within Opec A slackening 
demand may gradually brush avde the 
phenomenon of access premiums of 
surcharges hich has appeared in the wake 
of the Iraman revolution The market 
could play m any direction tt depends on 
what will happen with suppl and demand | 

















can foresee that premiuis will deappear 
entirely — of perhaps even increase. But 
instead of Culling premiuns, we could cut 
supplies I don'tknow When that situation 
arises, we ll review the situation 

Hlowever, because of falling spot market 
prices thal pushed @ reconstituted barrel of 
crude in Europe $2 of $3 below the $46 
Mainstream crude marker price adopted 
last December in Bali by most producers, 
Kuwait has no processing deal and doesnt 
evsenconemplate that hind of agreement as 
a short term possibility 

Sheikh Ali say fo reason for the proeing 
formula of the long-term strategy to be 
changed at all 1 think that if the formula is 
perceived again too strictly, its dead before 
its born All this formula is saying is that 
the real price of otf should increase in 
moderate terms No formula is pong to be 
valid for all times. even real value may 
decline, and it may increase beyond the 
formula at other times Ht merely gives an 
overall indiwation 

To try to deviwe a formula of which we 

are porng to become the slaves rather than 
the masters san exercise in futility. | think 
that those who object to the formula don't 
grasp the intention of the long-term 
Sifategy Commitee 

Commenting on the underlving factors 
hat might explain the current excess 
willingness to produce. Sheikh Ali claimed 


that inventories are being depleted to some 
degree among oil-consuming nations 

I believe that this monly natural. not onl, 
because interest rates are high (thus 
boosting the cost of storage) but also 
because the various players in the market 
du not foresee a dramatic price increase So 
why oncarth — even if interest rates were at 
10) per cent would they keep thei 
mventones higher than what is normally 
required’ In the past, certain consumers did 
accumulate more than what #% normally 
required, as 4 safety cushion 

Until two or three months ago — and it 
still the case today — inventornes exceeded 
what was needed for normal operations 
plus a given safety margin That would have 
paid off if consumers expected prices to go 
up but if not, atleast not dramatically. there 
nm mo reason for them to keep inventornes 
high 

Ina spre ch made recently in W ashington 
Opec s deputy secretary -general, Dr Fadhil 
al Chalaty. warned OECD countries against 
using the Shn barrels of strategic stocks to 
distupt the market vet further 

While US domestic hydrocarbon supplies 
mereased marginally over the last 12 
months, American imports of crude m fact 
dropped by 26 per cent during the same 
period (April 1981 over April 1980) This 
has caused some apprehension among Cull 
prowtucers smce the cuthack m US crude 
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imports has reached ¥) percent snmee April 
179 

An illustration of what that tread could 
mean was given this April when Dr Melvin 
Conant, president of Conant and 
Associates (a world energy and resources 
consulting firm), visited Kuwait at the 
invitation ofthe US embassy He said that if 
this kind of drop were to continue — the 


first large drop over the last 25 years in fact 
— within two of three years the US might 
not need the 2 Sm bid it how imports from 
the Gull, half from Saudi Arabia 
However, Sheikh Al commented || 
dont think such independence is possible 
America has reduced its demand for foreign 
oi) drastically for two reasons first the 
recesyon, and then conservation ef) itts 
Since the US was producing a large portion 
of its needs. any cul in consumption would 
be doubly reflected in imports So there is 
an exaggerated drop in imports The 41 per 
cent drop since 1979 6 not normal, and is 
even unlikely to continue Because when 
the US internal level of production is about 
fixed, any jump would have to come 
entirely from outside So again. any pick-up 
in demand would reflect doubly on imports 
‘However, decontrol did encourage a 
small increase in domestic production for 
both oi! and gas. But because the reserve 
base has not essentially changed. and 


because the production-to-reserve ratio is 
still very low, | envisage the increase in 
output to be only temporary. A lot of 
analysts in the US share this view rather 
than the opinion of Dr Conant. So | very 
much doubt that, within three years, US 
imports will disappear — and even if that 
were to happen, | don't think it should 
imply a revision of strategic thinking 

But hasn't the ‘second oi shock’ made 
alternative energy sources more 
competitive and dented Opec’s share of 
world supplies permanently” Strangely 
enough, the same old ball game as the one 














played afier JY7N-1974 hae begun to 
heappeat since last year 

In a sense, Clamed Sheukh Aly, ‘that 
would not he a bed thing In fact, Opec had 
heen advinating @ poly for its share of the 
oil market to fall in percentage terms That 
doesnt mean that Opecs share dwindling. 
lets say from 60 to 40 per cent, will cause 
the Ofgannation to dimiegrate oF to go 
hust Some people assume that a lower 
percentage is bad for Opec In my opinion, 
this is wrong, Because i isa stated objective 
of Opec to encourage energy canservation 
and stimulate alternative energy sources 

Some people expect Opec to fall apart 
cause of such a drop Don't forget that 40 
percent is as meaningful as 60 percent. The 
problem i that substnution shouldn't be 
done too fast, so a8 to avon squandering 
away global resources and creating more 
problems both for consumers and for Opec 
than 1s advisable 

There 1s fo simple arithmetical formula 
fot a yearly 5 per cent drop in Opec s share 
It can’t remain at the previous 60 to 65 per 
cent because our resources are being 
depleted Again, | don't envisage Opec s 
share porng to 20 per cent, because that 
would cause such a squandering of global 
rosources going into alternative energy and 
toother onl sources that the world in general 
would suffer 

Ii the market drifts away from oi by 
itself. we would not discourage But it 6 
our responsibility to guard against forcing 
the market to shift in a given direction Ina 
sense we could either allow prices to be 
eroded so that the world becomes 
completely dependent on oil, of push them 
wo high that we encourage wasteful use of 
other resources. This has not happened so 
far and it far from happening now, but | 
am saying that there are two extremes one 
should guard against 

As regards Comecon’s interest m the 
Gulf, Sheikh Ah does not share the 
pessimnth view of some of his colleagues 
that the Sowet Union might intervene over 
ol ot theok this is an exaggeration. The 
LSSR « reserve base for ofl, gas and coal 
huge They may have to go into more 
difficult areas for off. but reserves are still 
i reeed tyes 
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‘Tney have about 15 to 20 
per cent of total world gas 
reserves, and that is con- 
siderable, The same applies 
to coal, Barring some diffi- 
culties=-which would last less 
than a decade--the USSR will 
continue to be a net exporter, 
Meanwhile, I foresee the 
Soviet Union pushing nuclear 
energy, eo the picture is 
exaggerated, 


‘Ae for the need for the 
Comicon countries to come in 
the market to get oil, if 
there is such a reduced de- 
mand in the Weat, and if those 
socialist countries come to 
buy of] in emall amounts, |! 
don't see any problems at 
all.’ 











KPC'S RAPID GROWTH CITED 


London 8 DAYS in English 6 Jun 81 pp 46, 47 


[Text] 


SUPPORTED by a fast-growing network 
of cight basic subsichanes and associated 
oOperaling companies, the state-owned 
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (RPC) is on 
the way to becoming the Third World's 
latgest multinational company 

Ifyou mean by that acompany which has 
investments throughout the world, the 
answer ts yes, we are seeking investment 
opportumities on an international scale 
whenever tt « profitable and suits our 
purposes But we are not doing it just 
hecause we want to be a multinational, oil 
minster Sherkh Ali Khalifa told & Days 

In late January 1980, Kuwait announced 
a major reorganisation of its oil industry ina 
move to rationalise further the activities of 
four basic operating entitn =the Kuwait 
Ol! Company (KOC), the Kuwant National 
Petroleum Company (KNPC). the 
Petrochemi al Industries Company (PIC) 
and the Kuwan Oil Tankers Company 
(KOTC) Since then KPC has established 


the Kuwart International Petroleum 
Investments Company (KPIC). together 
with a 3) per cent Kuwait publhe 
participation, to invest im refining 
petrochemicals, of transportation 
(including pipelines) and storage. plus 
more recently, the Kuwan Overseas 
Eaploration Company, besides 
participating in a number of exploration 
and refining ventures abroad 

The holding company co-ordinates 
long-term overall strategy, while the 
subsidiaries deal with the shorter term 

It seems that as far as rationalisation 
goes, we have been extremely successful, 
sau! Sherkh Ali Khalifa ‘1 think that today 
we have an catremely efficent machine 


working om the oi sector inside Kuwant 
Outside we either go into investments that 
complement our work strategically and 
allow us to draw on certain areas where we 
have @ gap in our organisation, or look at 
investment opportunities that are lucrative 

‘In the first instance, for example, we 
lacked a flexible engineering outfit, This we 
tried to complement by taking a large share 


in Metaligesclishaft, which has a good 


subsidiary in that field KPC owns 20 per 
cent of Metaligeselishaft and has just 
appointed one of the directors to the 
company s supervisory board 

‘In other instances, we obviously know 
more about oi] marketing and refining than 
about making steel It s only reasonable 
that we would invest in the oil sector: we 
might not have as much knowledge as 
Exxon, but from our point of view, it is 
better than our experience in, let's say, 
electronics Our investments in otl-related 
industries might thus reward us with higher 
returns than in other areas of activities. 

KPC signed an agreement on 22 A il to 
set up a 50-50 jomt venture with Pacific 
Resources Incorporated. a Honolulu- based 
independent refiner aiming at a regional 
market Under the deal, KPC is committed 
to supply half of the refinery’s 67,900 bvd 
requirement 

‘First of all, we found a refinery that is 
extremely profitable and a market that ts 
growing, unlike that of mus. of the 
industrial world, said the oil minister. The 
Pacific region 1s cxapenencing a growth rate 
higher than. sav the US or Europe in 
general We were exporting to that region, 
but we wanted a presence there in order to 
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mMasimine and protect our postion We 
were exporting some gas oil in the area. 

Pacihc Resources was essentially an oil 
relining company which could grow and had 
a very good, intelligent and aggressive 
Management who wanted to expand. The 
fact that we didn teome and buy PRI shares 
hut rather said: “ORK, what is the value of 
your refinery and marketing operations? 
Lets shake hands on figure, and instead of 
paying you $90m of that, we'll pay you 
$1 kSm, but i will be a joint operation 
Now, you don tonly have a refinery but also 
financial resources besides” The plans to 
expand over a 10-year period could be cut 
to two or three years. In addition, at one 
tine they were hesitant about eapansion 
because of the lack of crude So we matched 
security of crude with additional volumes 
that will give them an advantage to expand 
and remove points of uncertainty in supply 
terms 

‘As for petrochemicals, | don't know 
whether they would goin — our agreement 
with the management is that we will look at 
opportunities that will enhance the overall 
return What those opportunities are is too 
soon to say: it's an open door, 


CSO; 
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This comes on top of a major expansion 
and upgrading of Kuwaits refining 
industries. Although it 8 premature to pin 
an exact figure for this vast modernuation 

ogramme, aimed at extracting lighter 

ractions from the country's medium quality 

crude, Sheikh Ali Khalifa estimates that the 
overall cost will be about $3bn: ‘ht is 
difficult to assess because essentially we 
don't use contractors for a turnkey job. We 
manage those contracts ourselves, in the 
sense that we subcontract bits and pieces 
rather than the whole project’ 

At the 250,000 b/d Mina Ahmadi 
refinery, which was transferred to KNPC 
from KOC under the reorganisation plan, 
sorage Capacity will increase, installations 
— including a desulphurisation unit — will 
be modernised, while the gasoline yreld will 
be boosted further, The ambitious $1.5-2bn 
Mina Abdulla refinery expansion project 
aims at nearly doubling the capacity to 
250,000 b/d under the rationale that 
current low throughput (around 80,000 b/d 
of Wafra crude) is duc to the low value of its 
finished products, as is the case with the 
Ahmadi refinery, Only the 200,000 b/d 
Shuaiba plant now is of modern design 











RASH OF SEX OFFENSES SHOCKS NATION 

Paris AL-WATAN Al-'ARABIC in Arabic 23 Apr 81 p 15 

/Krticle: “Kuwait: She Went out And Has Not Returned/ 

/Text/ She went out -- and has not yet returned! 

This electrifying news has became a sign of a new crime in Kuwait. 


For a period of time, Kuwaiti society has been experiencing a series of vile 
crimes, in spite of the alertness of security agencies and the efforts they are 
making. 


A Pakistani girl, Shazia, ended up strangled and buried under the sands of the 
desert as a consequence of perverse sexual motives, after two other girls, a Pales- 
tinian and a Bengali. 


While security authorities were arresting the people who committed the crimes, 
another criminal was climbing the wall of a villa, when its owner was absent, to 
cammit aggression against his wife and daughter. His weapon was a piece of cloth 
soaked with chloroform. 


Before the police took over the case, a similar incident occurred at 0300 hours, at 
dawn, but failed. 


The Kuwaiti press gave prominence to news of these crimes, considering them to be 
unknown to Kuwait. Many diverse moral crimes had previously occurred, over the 
past years, but they were not so concentrated, repeated or sophisticated either. 


Before the newspaper published pictures of the criminals, and the details of the 
crimes they cammitted, the news of these vile crimes had entered every hame in 

Kuwait's small society, which was standing on its tiptoes with terror. Fathers 
and mothers began following every step their children made, standing with them 

while waiting for schoolbuses in the morning, waiting for them at the door when 
they returned at noon, closing the doors tight, and installing additional locks. 
Children ceased to go out of houses except for real necessity, and when they did 
they kept their eyes to the rear as they moved forward. 
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That is the real tale of fear which has prevailed in the various areas of Kuwait 
and presented itself at the various levels of responsibility in the government. 
The National Assembly devoted a session to discussing the security situation, 


Dealing with the phenamenon is not the responsibility of the Ministry of the In- 
terior alone, said the crown prince and prime minister, Shaykh Sa'd al-'Abdallah 
al-Sabah, in the statement he made to the National Assembly on the security 
Situation -- adding that there were many elements in the canmission of the crimes, 
including social ones and educational ones as well, all of which had to be studied 
by experts and people specializing in the matter so that we could arrive at a 
formula which would guarantee the stability and security of all citizens. 


He said, 


"It is out of the question to eliminate crime, but it is not out of the question 
or difficult to reduce the crime rate. The world is full of incidents and full of 
developments, contradictions, struggles and bloody clashes, and everything that 
happens abroad will probably happen in Kuwait because we cannot live in isolation 
fram the world! 


After this, the police are hoping to put a quick limit to the climate of 
fear. 


11887 
CSO: 4802/722 
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LIBYA 


BACKSTAGE DETALLS OF AL=QADHDHAFI MOSCOW VISIT DISCUSSED 
LDL5103/7 Kuwait AL=WATAN in Arabic 10 May 81 p 18 


[Report by Shakir al-Jawhari: "Al-Qadhdhafi Ambitions Go Beyond Soviet 
Strategy; Moscow Refused To Deal With Steadfastness Front as a Single Croup 
and Wante To Deal With Each Country Separately") 


|Text] Moscow=--The discussion at t.e dinner table of the Rossiya Hotel in 
Moscow was about the success of Libyan leader Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi's visit 
to Moscow. A senior Libyan official who accompanied al-Qadhdhafi on his 
tour of Bulgaria, the Soviet Union and Yugo. avia and attended the talks 
with the leaders of the three countries asked: Did you read Muhammad 
Hasanayn Haykal's book about Egyptian-Soviet relations during Jamal 

‘Abd al-Nasir's rule? Answering his own question, the Libyan official said: 
Haykal said in his book that joint statements used to be issued about 

‘Abd al-Nasir's visit to Moscow which spoke of total agreement and strong 
Arab-Soviet friendship, while the reality of the matter showed a wide gulf 
between what ‘Abd al-Nasir used to request from the Soviets and what he 
would obtain from them. 


The Libyan official declined to discuss the details of Colonel al-Qadhdhafi's 
Moscow mission and his talks with Soviet leaders and was content to relate 
what Haykal wrote as an allusion. 


Apparently the Soviets are masters of the subtle hint. There is no doubt that 
from the outset they understood the significance of the Libyan leader's visit 
in his capacity as a representative of the steadfastness and confrontation 
front and not just as Libyan leader because this visit was decided on at 

the summit conference which the leaders of this front held in Damascus more 
than a year apo. 


Ihe mission entrusted to al-Qadhdhafi then was to urge the Soviets to boost 
the quantity and quality of the arms they give to Syria. The decision was 
taken following ciear hints by Syria of the existence of difficulties in 
relations with Moscow over arms supplies. 


Of course, between that time and the date of the Libyan leader's arrival in 
Moscow, more than a year elapsed during which many developments and events 
occurred. Syrian-Soviet relations became excellent and a treaty of friendship 
and cooperation was signed between the two countries which is supposed to have 
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resolved the Lasues concerning the arming of Syria. But on the other hand 
new problems have arisen concerning Libya in particular and the countries 
of Tripoli Charter in general that need a clear stand on Moscow's part. 


During a brief meeting with Colonel al-Qadhdhafi in Moscow on the first night 
of hie vieit | asked him: What didyou ask Brezhnev on behalf of the stead- 
fantness and confrontation front? 


The colonel said: "I asked President Brezhnev to develop the Soviet military 
and political stand in favor of the steadfastness and confrontation front," 
AleQadhdhati declined to discuss his demands in detail, but the atmosphere 
of the visit indicated that Libya had many demands as well as many observa- 
tions to make, 


Although the Libyan leadership has explained to the Soviet Union several times 
the circumstances under which Libyan forces were sent into Chad, Moscow gave 

no signs that it supports the Libyan intervention. Moscow was also careful 

hot to express any support tor the POLISARIO Front in the Western Sahara because 
of Moscow's good economic relations with Morocco, from which it imports large 
quantities of phosphates, This issue also concerns Algeria, another member 

of the steadfastness and confrontation front. The problems of Chad and the 
Sahara are in the final analysis a part of the Libyan strategy in the African 
continent, and the Soviet attitude toward them is bound to affect negatively 

or positively Soviet policy not only in Africa but in the world as well. 


Libyan policies in the African continent became clear during al-Qadhdhafi's 
visit to Algeria and Mauritania before his visit to Moscow. He called for 

the establishment of an alliance to include these two countries, the POLISARIO 
and Libya. He also called for the inclusion of the POLISARIO in the stead- 
fastness and confrontation front. Al-Qadhdhafi's aim behind this tour [of 
Algeria and Mauritania] was to find out the real potential of his moves in 
Atrica in order to put specific requests to the Soviets in this regard. 


In this interview with AL-WATAN al-Qadhdhafi was anxious to stress the non- 
identity of the stands of the steadfastness and confrontation states and the 
Soviet Union because "an identity of stands with a superpower would mean that 
we are acting as agents," as al-Qadhdhafi says. 


But in view of the lack of identical stands and views, how can the friendship 
between the steadfastness and confrontation front and the Soviet Union continue?” 


Al-Vadhdhati himself answered this question when I put it to him, Al-Qadhdhafi 
said he is aware that the Soviet Union, as a superpower, has a comprehensive 
global strategy and that this strategy views the Middle East as one of the 
areas of conflict in the world and not the whole world [sentence as published]. 
Any Soviet stand on the Middle East is bound to affect the Soviet strategy 

in other parts of the world. However, there is agreement with the Soviet Union 
on the general policy line of combating world imperialism and the forces of 
counterrevolution in the world. 
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Nevertheless, the Libyan-Soviet talks encountered many difficulties, and the 
Soviets taced Libyan preasures of a kind they had not met before, Some 

Soviet actions did not please al-Qadhdhafi, the reason for this being the wide 
distance between al-Qadhdhafi's demands to the Soviet leadership and the 

extent of such response to these demands as can be allowed by a Soviet atratery 
which is usually inflexible, 


When al-Qadhdhafi landed at Moscow airport wearing a military uniform the 
Soviet leader brezghnev understood the significance of this. He was careful 
to include in the second paragraph of the speech he made at the dinner in 
honor of al-Qadhdhafi a reference of great significance. Brezhnev said "our 
countries differ greatly from one another, particularly ideologically." 
Another signal that Moscow disapproved of the demands of the steadfastness 
and confrontation front was the Soviet protocol officials refusal to allow 
the Libyan television and radio crew to attend the dinner ceremony in order 
to record and film al-Qadhdhafi's speech, 


The tollowing day it was notic vat the Soviet media ignored the part of his 
speech tn which al-Qadhdhafi demonded that Moscow adopt a firm stand by giving 
political and military support to the Arabs and display more effective support 
for the steadfastness and confrontation front. Al-Qadhdhafi agreed with me 

that the refusal to allow the filming of his speech was not a matter of protocol 
but tor fear that his speech might include statements embarrassing to the 

Soviet leadership. 


Al-Qadhdhafi did not miss the chance to reply to the behavior of the Soviet 
protocol officials, The following morning the same officials were waiting 
at Lenin's tomb for the arrival of the Libyan leader and the delegation 
accompanying him, But al-Qadhdhafi did not arrive as scheduled, At 
al-Qadhdhdati's request the muezzin summoned people for prayer in Moscow's 
big mosque; it was the first time there had been a public muezzin call in 
Moscow. 


Of course, the foregoing were signs of differences in views between both sides 
and were tantamount to the continuation of negotiations outside of closed doors. 
Despite the negative aspect of these signs, they seem to have contributed 

to ironing out certain difficulties which the drafting of the joint statement 
faced although the agreement on the final draft of the statement was delayed 

1 day. 


The difficulties particularly centered on the following points: 


First, the situation in Lebanon: The Soviet leaders do not think that the 
situation in Lebanon is as important to them as it is to the steadfastness 

and confrontation states because the influence of the Lebanese situation on 

the balances of international conflicts remains limited unless a Syrian-Israeli 
war breaks out on Lebanese territory. It is also because Moscow does not 

want to adopt a practical stand in Lebanon in favor of the steadfastness and 
confrontation front. It has avoided adopting the required stand--by agreeing 
to charging Y: coslavia with carrying out preliminary contacts with a view to 
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launching an initiative to contain the situation, an initiative that can be 
developed to activate efforts to reach a settlement and which could provide 
the Soviet Union with the opportunity to be in control of the steps toward a 
settlement alongside the Americans. [sentence as published) 


second, the Libyan military presence in Chad, In this regard the Soviet leaders 
feel that Libyan policy does not serve Soviet strategy. Rather, it might put 

on it additional burdens because of the prevalent belief in international 
quarters that Moscow is responsible for Libya's policy throughout Africa--a 
belief which is contrary to truth and reality. 


When the Soviets were arguing the question of Chad they called for the withdrawal 
of the Libyan forces from it as soon as their mission is accomplished and the 
colonel surprised them by demanding Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan because, 
{tf Soviet support for Libya in Chad embarrasses Moscow in certain quarters, 
Libya's support cr Moscow in Afghanistan embarrasses Tripoli in the Islamic 
world. 


In view of this it was agreed to include in the joint communique a reference 
to "the positive role that the Jamahiriyah's legitimate aid played in restoring 
peaceful conditions to this country [Chad]." 


Third, the situation in Western Sahara. Moscow again here refused to include 

in the joint statement any reference to this problem and in the end agreement 
was reached on a draft that would not harm Morocco. The statement was limited 
to affirming "the need to find a solution for the problem of Western Sahara 

(not the Saharan Democratic Arab Republic) in accordance with the UN resolutions 
on the right of the Saharan people to self-determination.” 


Fourth, the Iraq-Iran war. After a long discussion the joint statement contained 
an "expression of great concern for the continuing conflict between Iran and 

Iraq and the attempt by imperialism to exploit this conflict for its narrow 
interests." The statement supported efforts for peaceful settlement of the 
contlict. The statement did not contain any reference to the Iranian revolution 
at the insistence of the Soviet side which expressed its strong annoyance 

with Lran's anti-Moscow stands, also the Soviet leadership was anxious not to 
undermine its relations with Iraq while getting nothing in return from Iran. 


Fifth, at the insistence of the Soviet leaders the statement was free from any 
reference to the fact that al-Qadhdhafi represented the steadfastness and 
confrontation front in his talks because Moscow prefers not to deal with the 
front as a whole but with each country separately. 


With regard to Gulf security, a long time was devoted to discussing this subject 
and long paragraphs in the joint statement mentioned it. This subject in 
particular was shrouded in great secrecy by both sides and the joint statement 
said only the following: 


"Upon reviewing the situation in the Gulf region and the Red Sea the two sides 
strongly denounced the repeated attempts by the United States and other 
imperialist countries to interfere in the internal affairs of the -ountries 
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of this area and the building up of air and naval forces in this area which 
thereby pose a danger to peace, The two sides consider the establishment of 
U.S. bases on the territories of the island of Diego Garcia, of Egypt, Oman, 
Kenya and Somalia as constituting a great danger to the independence of the 
countrles ot the area, They strongly oppose the establishment of military 
and political blocs in this part of the world and call for the creation of an 
atmosphere of stability and calm there on the basis ©' ensuring the sovereign 
rights of its countries and the safety of maritime communications and other 
communications Linking the world," 


When the statement dealt with the Afghan question it called for the need to 
stop all forms of interference in Afghanistan without referring to any Libyan 
praise for Soviet support for President Karmal's government, It said that 
"the international yects of the Afghanistan problem can be subject to 
separate discussic » in conjunction with issues of security in the Gulf 
region," 





There is no doubt that this reference is of great significance because it 
satisfies the Libyan demand for solving the Afghanistan problem and also meets 
the Soviet demand for the Gulf states to be neutral in the East-West conflict. 
It is also an important Soviet concession to al-Qadhdhafi in addition to the 
other two concessions on the Sahara and Chad, 


How successful was al-Qadhdhafi's visit to Moscow? 


The Libyan secretary for foreign liaison replied to this question which I put 
to him at breakfast in Belgrade before leaving for Damascus and Kuwait. 

He said: "In politics there is no measure of success. But success can always 
be achieved if the outlines of policies agree." 


Commenting on al-Turayki's statement, a veteran Libyan diplomat said: If there 
were no ditferences in views what need is there for visits and talks? It would 
have been possible in this case, if there were no differences, to substitute 
visits with instructions to be carried out without discussion. 


Finally, al-Qadhdhafi's recent visit to Moscow has proved that Arab ambitions 
still go far beyond the Soviet strategy in the Arab area. 


CSO: 4504/9 
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LIBYA 


BRIEFS 
RENCH SHIP PURCHASES--France decided on 28 February not to deliver the 
patrol boats ocdered by Libya from the French CMN py Renainpet unkn own/ ship- 
yards, because of the role played by Tripoli in Chad. The first fast patrol 
boat in the Combattante II G series, launched 28 June 1979, was due for de- 
Livery to Tripoli in February. This is the Beir Crassa 518 (on our cover). 


Libya had ordeced 10 fast missile-launching patrol boats in August 1977, for 

4 Sum of approximately 3 billion French Fr. Three patrol boats are present- 
ly at Lorient, two at Cherbourg, and five under construction in the latter 
sity. A hundred Libyan sailors are on site at Cherbourg and Lorient, 

but only French sailors are on board the boats. Names of vessels: 

Ordered from the French CMN shipyards, the ten fast missile-launching patrol 
boats of type Combattante II G, which were placed under embargo by the French 
Government on 26 January, are named as follows: Beir Grassa 518, launched 

26 June 1979; Beir Gtifa 524, launched 20 May 1980; Beir Glulud 526, launched 
30 September 1980; Beir Algandula 528, launched 14 January 1981; Beir Ktitat 
532, launched 4 April 1981; Beir Alkuefat 542, laid down 20 January 1981; Beir 
Ggir 522 , launched 22 January 1980; Beir Alkrarim 534 and Beir Alkardmen 5 6, 
laid down 9 June 1980, and Beir Alkur 538, laid down 20 October 1980. Ment? 
Paris AFRIQUE DEFENSE in French Apr 81 p &/ 6145 


ITALIAN AIRCRAFT DELIVERIES--Deliveries of the first Aeritalia G.22eT aircraft 
to the Libyan Army have begun, the first two planes of a lot of 20 having 
veen delivered in February. In addition, according to certain sources, nego- 
tiations are in progress for the purchase of a second lot of 20 more G.2decel's. 
ftext/ (Paris DEFENSE INTERARMEES in French May 81 p 7/ 6145 
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PERSIAN GULF AREA 


DEVELOPMENTAL PROBLEMS OF GULF COUNTRIES DISCUSSED 


London 8 DAYS in English 6 Jun 81 pp 10-16 


[Article by J Barker | 


[Text] 





comin’ 
Urban development in the Gulf 
continues apace, as governments 
and municipalities get to grips with 
the considerable task of organis- 
ing an orderly modernisation and 
expansion of their often-overtaxed 
City services. Complexities 
abound, and are ceused as much 
by the problems of defining the 
Style and type of development to 
aim for as the practical considera- 
tions requred to carry them 
through. PAUL BARKER provides 
a country-by-country analysis of 
the development dilemmas. 





AIR POLLUTION and traffic problems in 
the capital are alienating just those 
members of the population on whom the 
countrys conservative government ought 
to be able to rely” The recent newspaper 
comment actually refers to Athens, but the 
writers remarks could just as well apply to 
Rivadh, Jeddah, Abu Dhati City. Kuwait, 
Doha or Manama Bahrain has in fact been 
roused in the last month by urgent debate 
on the whand’s growing traffic congestion 
and whether a metro system might solve the 
problem. furthermore. according to the 
director of water supphes. Isa al Binah. 
Bahrain is facing one of the worst water 
crises in its history. In Dubai, fire risk from 
the industries set up along the creek has 


produced a call from Sheikh Rashid for all 
firms to move to Jebel Al, while in Jeddah 
there are reports that the cement company 
bused there has been forced to relocate 
hecuuse it was polluting the towns 
ulmosphere 

These are a few random examples of the 
awareness Of urban problems shown in the 
Gulf region. and instances where money 
and forward planning might save the day 
But there are facets of urbanisation that the 
Gulf governments will find more difficult to 
tackle, and the rapid migration to major 
towns will present serious challenges to 
continued conservative government 

Urban problems come in various shapes 
and sizes: physical, administrative, man- 
power-ortented, financial, and 
security-based. But clearly the fundamental 
problem is population growth The Gulf 
area ts situated in the high fertility region of 
southwest Asia. and the accompanying 
tuble shows the population growth figures 
for Saudi Arabia. Bahrain. UAE. Qatar and 
Kuwait over the last five years 

The high birth rate in these countries ts 
not ihe onty factor contributing to the 
massive urbanisation of the last few years. 
In population terms the improve.nent of 
health facilities has increased life 
expectancy im countries like Saudi Arabia 
from 38 years in 1960 to $3 in 1978, and in 
Kuwant from 60 yveurs to 69 vears over the 
same period. Immigrants have also swelled 
the population. But urban growth has been 
even more spectacular: in the case of Saudi 
Arabia it is estimated that the urban 
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place agieater onus of responsibility on the 
provinces and towns The governments 
moves take two forme one is for the district 
governors to he given more authority a step 
that 16 to be written ite a dretrets code ty 
he drawn up by a committee under the 
chaimmanship of Prince Salman bin Abdel 
avi’. the Riyadh district governear, the other 
ws for mayors and heads of munnipal 
councils to be given greater authority, and 
thee has been promned by Prince Moutib 
bin Abdelaziz, who, as minister of public 
works and housing and acting minister of 
municipal and rural affairs, i in the best 
position to feduce the burden of bureau 
cfatn centralation on local officals 

Bul good intentions are fot on then own 
enough io win the day, and there are 
considerable obstacies thrown up by other 
pressing National security and economn 
interests Manpower is one that 
immediately springs to mund Some of the 
blue-collar jot drain) maimtenance 
stree! repairs, garbage collection — are not 
the hinds of employment dear to the hearts 
of most Gull nationals The Saudis. for 
metance. have already granted several 
street cleaning contracts to foredn firms 
The hkelbhood 6 that many of the clerical 
staff necessary in municipal councils would 
also have to be drawn from abroad. and ir 
clear that if the area of GOVerAment ser ices 
* to keep pace with mereases in urban 
growth i will dent the various Gull 
governmne nts aticempts to reduce the 
numbers of capatriate workers om thei 
caeuntirees 

Thex governments alee have to tace uf 
tw the fact that thew bhawc coonomn 
phates yy fits wre auily with the form of 
“tate omterventoon that efficent urban 
management requires In honouring ther 
commument tothe private sector. they have 
teaped at vncomfortable lepac Vof property 


scandals and speculation. rents have been 


fLerced uf mecrupulousty he aving the 
iver vust arrived trom the country with 
ith option but to drift towards the shanty 
iown ufeas OF the outsekherts of the mayor 
cives A dedicatoon to private ownershy 


has alo menemned the government s ability 


tk che uf 1th aT much ahout the e' ming 
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igaifn problem, everyone wants ty own a 
car and eapects to be able to dtive i where 
nrct haw fe wants 

Hut even if the Gull leaders were able to 
mht a rire regulated CT Ae h to the 
manage mentot life on ther larger citres, iis 
perssible thi might produce a whole brevet «nf 
ms problems Fora start, a bot ofr cb tape 
always seen to breed corftuption. as 
musirialats pay off mmepectors fot ty 
enforce safety fegulations, as contractors 
persuade planners to give them building 
permis, and soon Corruption has already 
hecome a sensitive meue in the award of 
water supply and power contracts for many 
Crull cit 
arrival clvewhere on the hureauctrati chain 
There rs ale 
m ftunninyg a latpe and predominantly 
unproductive state sector, namely that the 
parve rnin at has to fond the moneys to meet 
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wneconome Problem involved 
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Gull population statistics 1975-1980 
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those civil servants who do not actually 
leave tO work private enterprive are 
beginning to insist that they should be given 
the choice of how they spend thei money 
rather than sec the povernment perform the 
task via subsidies 

The Saudi Arabian authoriiies have just 
acknowledged the protiem by making o 
hefty increase in covil service salaries. but a 
leading Saudi economist can still identify a 
tension in the way Saudi wealth « 
diwirbuted im the towns ‘The was thn 
wealth s spread to the population favours 
those who own business establishments and 
to a lesser extent those who work for them 
he feels ‘And the reason for that 
traceable to the fact that those who work for 
the government receive fined wages and 
salaries. the purchasing power of which 
continuously falling '§ — toinflation These 
in the private sector. on the other hand. scll 
thew services in the open market and are 
able to benefit from shortages 

The tensions and problem produced hy 
rapid urbanisation have tended to be met 


with two standard reactions by Gulf 
governments, other than then ad how 
atiempts to try and keep physical 
infrastructure schemes and sccondary 
services in line with demand one approach 
‘as been to pul faith in completely new 
owns. the other has been to spread the 
services available to urban dwellers to rural 
dwellers. regardiess of the cost. The latter 
tact answers the critecrem that the urban 
population « the segment of the population 
that benefits most from economic growth 
hecause of its access to free of suheuteoed 
government services, tt 1 also hoped that 
such an approach could lessen the atiractoon 
of the towns Saud: Arata, with the larecet 
{ opulation hat been 


cxaponent of the 


rural strongest 
straicgy In a tare 


newspaper interview at the beg nning of the 


vear, King Khaled sand that the government 








was currently) undertaking studies to 
provide colivens in rural areas with the 
werveces ofdinanily found on urban centres, 
i) enable these citivens to remain in thet 
home villages Hut wages as well as services 
will have to be omprowed if this tactic 8 to 
work. and raning the pree of agreultural 
yvuds would counterbalance the battle to 
bhecp down inflatwn 

ihe new town strategy adds up to a 
Hasse vote of confidence on the scrence of 
town Planning There are several 
diawbucks to the thinking however Most 
of the Golf new towne lebel Al. Ruwan 
imm Sed) Mina Abdulla, Jubail and 
Yanbu are industrial compleses based on 
capital ratensve heavy industry, where the 
workforce heavily based in favour of 
capatrate labour The attraction to locals of 
living in these new towns isnot that, 
they may well prefer to commute from the 
nearby capital city, orn Saudi Arabia adopt 
the prevalent bachelor style eamtence 
during the week, returning home at the 
weckend 
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lowns are a rather depreswing way to deal 
with urban problems, although they 
certainly facilitate the provimnon of orderly 
vervices 

Hut perhaps the most radical solution to 
the urban problems facing the Gulls hinted 
al ina poles statement that appears in the 
municipalities section of the Saudi Five 
Yeat Plan documentation, to the effect that 
studies should be conducted inte the 
possibility of developing revenues from 
veer costs on respect of Municipal services 
(in other words. making the customer pay 
jor what he recerves) Tt seems farrly Whely 
that self financing munmecipal wines could 
do much to solve some of the more 
immediate urban problems. funds would be 
available for both current and development 
expenditure, freleving the ministers 
concerned fram the need to compete with 
the more heavyweight ministries, such as 
defence, for tunds Civil service moorme 
could be bolstered by local currency 
receipts, avording the present difficulties 
caused by conflict between the local 
currency and dollar-denominated com 
ponents of the state budge! An ccomonmn 


charge for water and clecttnity would 
ensure lew wasiage m thes imeroasngly 
capensive commodities, and avond the 
embarrassment of power cuts of water 
fathoning Finally. ff cowen felt thes were 
paying directly for such services as garhape 
disposal, post delivery of even telephones 
the systems could well run more efficiently 
The last option ts the least Whely to be 
adopted. as it runs counter to the exmiung 
coonmomne structures and ao ta the 
psichologs of the newly urbanised 
fathonals who have scant understanding of 
the econaomecs of urban management And 
vet tom & letieng market forces spre ah 
houdly on thes vetal area and thes are 
already allowed free voce in other areas 
that the Crulf rulers can beet tackle a 
problem that touches the very heart of the 
modern societies they are striving so hard to 
create Crovernaments aeould be lads med 
to think that the respanwbility for solving all 
whan prothiers « unguely theirs the 
Parhicipatnen of the conmsumer m vital here 


and om ther areas of tele "N the Ceult of 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


STUDY SHOWS LOW CRIME RATE IN SAUDI ARABIA 


Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 22 May 81 p 7 


[Article by Adnan Sadeq) 


[Text | 


RIYADH — Amidst the growing popula- 
thon of both Saudi Arabians and expatriates 
in the country, as well as the continuous 
building expansion, there is noticeable 
increase in the number of crimes, ranging 
between 0 2 and 0 3 percent But this ratio is 
far lew than the proportion of population 
explosion in a developing country like Saudi 
Arabia 


A progressive socety with ambitious 
development plans. such as Saudi Arabia, 
cannot be free from crimes. even the word 

cnimes in such a tradition-onented society 
is considered a relative expression Some 
crimes, which take place in Saudi Arabia. 
may not be considered cnme in other coun- 
tries, such as the Unnking of intoxicants or 
physical intimacy with a marnageable per 
son. But these are cnmes in Saudi Arabia, 
because the country takes its inspiration from 
divine law 


No socety 1s free from comes like murder, 
theft, rape, drug abuse and sw on. But if we 
compare the ratio of such crimes in Saud 
Arata with anv other country of the world, 
we will find that the number of such cnmes is 
very small This again is the result of follow- 


ing divine law and its application to every 
walk of life The crmunal is punished, tooth 
for a tooth and eve for an eve, under the 
\Juranic injunchons 


We aan sav that crme wm Saudi Arata has 
not vet reached the stage of a major social 
probiem and also that organized cnme and 
gangstensm do not exist in this country The 
crimes that take place are mostly of an ind: 
vidual nature, reflecting old Arab habits such 
as blood revenge or its like Murders in the 
Kingdom, if examined. will be found mostly 
committe Sv mustake or on the basis of per 


sonal disputes which sometimes reach the 
feroaty of brutal beaung to death. As far as 
pre-meditated murder, or with the intention 
of theft, is concerned, they seldom happen 
For example, there has been only one every 
three years, according to the statistics of the 
past 10 vears from 1970 to 1980 
Common Crimes 

The cohesive nature of Saudi Arabian soc. 
iety as well as economic abundance are fac- 
tors that keep crime at a low rate — | 2 to 20 
crimes per year —- and also encourage coop- 
eration in apprehending the criminals On the 
other hand, the presence of a good number of 
expatriate workers has led to the spread of 
some crimes which were not common before. 
such as the sale and use of tranquilizer pills 
and or narconcs. This leads to disputes and 
quarrels which develop into violently bloody, 
murderous inadents. because the drug- 
addict loses control of his mind im a state of 
drug-induced rage. - 

State Measures to Combat Crime 

There are many wavs of combating cnmes 
in accordance with the Islamic law, which is 
entorced in Saudi Arata both in letter and in 
spint: The Kingdom does not adopt positive 
laws, but acts upon the Islamic law revealed 
through the Holy Quran beginning with 
religious orientation, the promotion of virtue 
and prevention of vice, the hatred of crime 
and the penalizing of its perpetrator 

Next comes in the second level of deterrent 
and suppressive meesures. followed bv a 
reformatory measure at the third level ( Pns- 
ons in Saudi Arabia have intensive programs 
tor education, vocatonal traming and soaal 
welfare for the inmates.) In this behalf, the 
state follows the policy of reform based on 
the Quranic pnnapie. which says. “God 


commands with justice and heneficence’ 
The state acts with justice as far as possible, 
but deals resolutely with the criminal The act 
# beneficence is to reform the convicts and 
return them to soaety as equal people with 




















out being subjected tw any faneor, of 
demoralized by the disgrace of a crime, but 
only itis proved that they are determined to 
repent and to lead an upright life 
Causes of Kingdom Crime 

There are many reasons for committing 
crime, some of which are related to the crim) 
nal himself on the basis of his payatyec struc: 
ture and his tendency toward ression, 
which some others are conditioned by the 
surrounding circumstances. Provocauon and 
assault might lead to the commitment murder 
that takes blood revenge or wipes out an 
insult. There can also be some other illegal 
Means, such as bribery, to obtain tunds, but 
hot every person in Saudi Arabia is, by 
nature, prone to enminal acts. They take 
place on psychological grounds only if one 
absolves oneself of the deterrent and sublime 
values 

Poverty, therefore, becomes a factor that 
urges the poor to look for financial resources 
and equality, even through different means. 
Yet. there is another significant factor which 
may seem to be just the opposite of the previ- 
ous one Leisure and opulence also lead 
toward crimes of pleasure According to 
Islamic teachings, these are considered 
crimes, though they may not be treated as 
such in other someties. These factors gain 
ground in the Kingdom among the youths 
who aspire to imitate the Wester societies 
which are so deeply immersed in illegumate 
pleasures 

Besides, there are some crmunals who 
commit the crime under the impact of some 
psychological ailment, such as exatement, 
dual personality. or a sense of persecution 
and frustranon Under such a spell, the 
afflicted person commuts crimes which nor- 
mal people consider as unreasonable, but 
which he himself erroneously considers jus 
tified 
Ill-effects of Develapment on Saudi Arabians 

One of the drawbacks of development 


plans has been the influx of expatnates from 
all nationalities. belonging espeaaiiy to the 
labor class This category brings with it its 
own customs and traditions. One of the nega- 
tive effects of development plans, although 
much less impertant than the positive ones, is 
the rise in the various forms and methods of 
enme, mostiy of a financial nature. Accord- 
ing to statistics, 64 percent of crimes are 
committed by sone- Saudis while their ratio 
as compared to natives, does not exceed 20 to 
2S percent 
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The Impact of Over 2 million Pligrims 


During the Pilgrimage season, the Saudi 
Arabian government intensifies its secunty 
forces in So Serum ~—_—- in ~ of - 
great number of people coming in from a 
parts of the world for the Pilgrimage. This 
season sees 4 slight rise in the rate of crime 
= is =o tem my of an ordinary nature, such 

Py and fraud. This takes place 

to a huge crowd of ; different 

— exions erent languages 
a to ah Ministry's reports, 
wme le come during the Pilgnmage sea- 
son for the purpose of pickpocketing and 
swindling. However, crimes of a more senous 
nature have also taken place, and Saudi 
stausucs and statements have already indi- 
cated the non-receptivity of such crimes by 
Saudi Arabians. These crimes involve coun- 
terfeiting currency, and those involved in 


such currencies fall a victim to the original 
promotors of the scheme. 

There are also some other types of crimes 
committed dunng the Pilgnmage season, 
such as the forging of passports and entry 
visas. Such ctices are carned out 
beyond the Saudi borders, but these criminals 
are apprehended at the country's inlets. This 
situation leads to an increase in the number of 


detainees and suspects However, the coun- 
trys internal security statistics indicates no 
immoral crimes or murder cases during the 
Pilgnmage Thus. Saudi Arabia is perhaps 
the only country in the world where such a 
mammoth gathering takes place in one 
month without the occurrence of penal 
cnmes. But. of course, there is huge govern- 
ment spending to realize this objective 
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AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS DISCUSSED 


Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 23 May 81 p 3 
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OPPOST ELON MOVEMENTS, LEGISLATLVE ELECTIONS DISCUSSED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 30 May 81 p 4 


[Article by correspondent Miche!) Deure: "Oppeeition Movements Demand Recognition 
Prior to Legislative Elections") 


(Text) Tunis-=-The organization of early legislative elections before the end of thi: 
year, as decided by President Bourguiba (LE MONDE, 15 May), in order to enable the 
opposition to be represented in the Assembly, involves an amendment of the Tunisian 
constitution. The draft prepared on Tuesday 26 May by 50 deputies, which will very 
likely be adopted, das not conform to the present provisions of article 22 which 
provides that the Assembly is elected for five years: the draft would prematurely 
end the present legislature* as it calls for elections to take place before 

31 December. 


The present laws contain no provision for the dissolution of the Assembly, except 

wher a motion of censure is passed, which is absolutely excluded at present; they 

do not provide either for a resignation of the deputies, which had been considered 

for a time; the method adopted was, therefore, the only possible way to renew the 

Assembly and still remain within the bounds of legality. However, it may involve 

a tew weeks’ delay in the elections, which were originally scheduled for October, 

Since, according to present procedures, all constitutional amendments must first b: 
msidered by a special committee, then adopted in the Assembly by a two-third 

majority after two readings separated by at least three months, before they are 


If the problem of early elections appears to have been solved, that of the recogni- 
tion f political parties remains intact. Those in power have not yet made publi 
Tr ron re they are contemplating, while those running=--except for the Destourion 


wialist Party (PSD)--have already stated that they demand to be recognized 


bef -_ clections take iaCle. 


it f reject the notion of tying our recognition to the results of the next 
t " Mr M i | Ha el, general secretary of the Tunisian communist party 
t . it intidemocratic and, in last analysis, is intended only t: 
" : A 
hinder ¢ siti ind to make multipartyism meaningless. 
Mr rn icated that his party, which has had its activity only “suspended” 
3, “is now ready t ntribute in a responsible manner to the emerpgenc: 

i i iem rati nanee = Therefore, in addition to "ar early recogniti 
. ei) . fs iT wRG 








of all political trends without any exception,” the PCT ia demanding the authorization 
to publish newspapers, the proclamation of a general amnesty, and a postponement of 


Sir ming cleetions to enable it to participate in them “with a minimum of prepar= 
ition,” the drafting of a new electoral law providing for proportional represent- 
ition instead of the present system (single=ballut election by absolute majority, 
voting tor several members and possibility to split the ticket), 

Moreover, he feels that the "national charter" prepared by the PSD and to which 


i! | Opposition movemens must subscribe should be discussed by all the parties 

meerned, The latter point as well as the preliminary legal recognition of the 
political organizations before the elections is also mentioned by the Socialist 
Democratic Movement (MDS), 


r the political bureau of the Popular Unity Movement (MUP), the general secretary 
‘i which te Me Ahmed Ben Salah, it has the most intransigent position of all. Among 
‘ther things, it demands a general amne sty, an end to repressive measures, the 
lissolution of emergency courts, a limitation to the close watch on individuals, 
ind the repeal of all laws restricting the exercise of constitutional rights, espe- 
ially those pertaining to freedom of speech, freedom of association and the right 
to strike. “Unless these improvements are made, the organization of elections 
would be mere propaganda intended to dupe he national and international public 
pinion while retaining the status quo,” the MUP states in a recently released 
declaration. 
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by Annie King-Underwood | 


Ht OFFER to Oapec by the UAE oi 
ovster, Dr Mana al Oteiba, to take over 
600m Duba: drvdock came as @ shock 
to the world ship repairing industry Even 
ihe Kotesh company © HM Bailey was taken 
aback hy the news. a6 tt was Close to 
conchuchag three vears of negotiations for 
the contract to run the drvdock 
Commented G W Dalgiensh, director of 
( He Bailey ‘We are still in the process of 
negotiating with the ruler of Dubai, and the 
last paper we received from there had’ final 
draft) written oni 
Surprisingly. the statement was made on 
behalf of the federal government of the 
L'AbL until then the drydock was beheved 
to be owned by the ruler of the Emurate of 
Doubar Sherkh Rastod When the offer was 
put forward at the Oapec of monsters 
conference m RKuwart in carly May there 
was no mdkation that ownership had 
changed hands 
Sources wm the UAE beleve that Dr 
(Hobe was making a sounding father thana 
fom offer But financal orcles see Sheikh 


18 


Woodrow, started work The docks wer 
formally opened by Britains Queen 
Elizabeth in February 1979 11 1s a massive 
project by any standards. involving unique 
design and construction features Various 
problems have beset the project: a shortage 
of local labour, tight deadlines and cash 
hmits and the dropping out of two operating 
companies at an early stage In addition, the 
1973 off price rises undermined its 
economic viability 

The drydock can handle ultra large crude 
carners (ULCCs) of up to one milhon 
deadweight tonnes. The first half of a ship's 
25-year life is usually cheap and 
trouble-free, while the second half requires 
more expensive servicing Most of the 
world’s ships will be in the second part of 
their lifespan around 1985. so the demand 
for repaiw vards will be high The drvdock 
was also built on the assumption that 
tankers mothbalied after 1973 would have 
to be returned to service in order to recoup 
the owners invesiments 

Since its opening. the drydock has lai 
empty. due to lack of managers and skilled 


Raushid's offloading of the drvdock as part 

i he recent effort to clear up he fore swn “workers Business has been offered to the 
ty Pete Mle hose te prorte } f f otf some docks but so far they are not in a fit Sate to 

S) hn be in operation, commented Dalgleish 
Sheikh Rashed reported!) approach In bes offer to the Oapec ministers Lr 
pot Brine — 1U7andtold OCnreiba suggested that the drydock should 
HK ‘ ‘ " {chip repart be operated by ASRY (Arab Shipbuilding 
hea « nd te non A tcw weeks ind Repair Yard). which is porntly owned by 
vitong nerneers Sur Wilham Oaupec members and to which the Dubas 
lHicicrow and Partners and the contractors a royect offered direct competition Oapes 
tur i ¢ wn and Taster “ters agreed to set up a two member 
ministerial committee from Bahra orvcl thie 
LAE to study the proposal An ASRY 
spokesman in London said this weck that no 


had been reached 
ment and nc str, ~“” 4% 


tcGit {ral Re, rian Vien a* saying 


decision Hahrain « 


minister of develo 














What i omportant m= that the UAB has 
twkhen over the dock from the Emirate of 
Dubarand ASRY os being asked to run it: 

\nother decmion taken in Ruwait was 
the approval of a minstenal committee s& 
reporton the construction of two drydocks 
at Meret Reborn Algeria, with 70,000 ton 
and 1SOL000 ton capacities 

Approval was given despite comments in 
December by ASRY's chanman, Sheikh 
Mohammed al Khalita, who represents 
Bahrain on the company's board of 
directors The Oapec bulletin reported him 
as savine that the international market 
situation did not encourage the 
cstubliohment of a second dryvdock on 
Nlverna Although the project remamed 
under consideration, he said, a decision to 
po ahead was being postponed until market 
conditions changed 

A surplus in drydock capacity continues 
toy dominate the world ship repan market, 
loading to great competition and a drop in 
ropa charges. he commented ‘Conditions 
will worsen if huge drvdocks continue to be 
built as they will suffer long-term losses 

\ foosvbulity study for the Algernan 
Invdlocks. Completed in 1) 980 by the British 
ompuns Rendel, Palmer and Tritton 
estimated the cost at $400m. Shipping 

iroes ciamess fears that the two docks wall 
hy ' nomecal because of over-capacity 

the Moditerranean. as evidenced by the 
mpts Chinese built drydock in Malta 

Algeria has a substantial dry cargo and 
ING fleet of ns own, and has sufficent 
abour to run drvdocks, unhke the Gulf 
states which have to import the manpower 
In acdditoon. the widening of the Sue7 Canal 


means that more laree tankers will return 
through the Mediterranean. and Algerian 


drvdocks would be well-placed 
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POLISARIO'S PROGRESS AGAINST MOROCOO REVIEWED 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 10 Apr 81 p 25 


faery by Hasan Hammadah: "Another Chad in Africa, If Mauritania and Polisario 
Unite!" 


/Text/ Have Mauritania and the Polisario government reached the stage of pre- 
paring to establish a union between the two countries? What will be the effect of 
this union on the Morocco-Saharan war, Algiers' relations with Rabat, and Libya's 
relations with Algeria? 


Where does the unsuccessful coup stand with regard to this plan? 
Will Mauritania turm into a new Chad? 


A Senegalese diplamat who closely follows the details of affairs in the region 
posed these questions to me. He said, "Former President Leopold Senghor was ser- 
ious when he declared that if Nouakchott fell into the hands of Polisario, he 
would request that the Mauritanian bank of the Senegal river dividing his country 
from Mauritania be taken over.” 


The diplomat went on to say, "The present merger plan is behind all the develop- 
ments which have occurred in Mauritania, beginning with the coup that removed the 
former president, Mukhtar Ould Daddah, on 10 July 1978, ending with the coup at- 
tempt which did not succeed last month, and passing through the 5 August 1979 
Algiers agreement in which Mauritania recognized the government of the Sahara 
Republic -- Polisario." 


The transformation which has occurred in Mauritania's situation may be summaried 
as follows: the first coup, against Mukhtar Ould Daddah, was aimed at removing 
Mauritania from the struggle going on ever the Sahara When it appeared that Col 
Ould Salik was still in sympathy with previous policy and that the ruling mili- 
tary junta did not consist of more than opposing wings, he was eliminated and 
his place was taken by Col Ahmad Ould Yusuf, who was killed in a plane crash 
on 22 May 1979. The place of the latter was temporarily taken by Ahmad Salim 
Ould Sidi, a leader of last month's unsuccessful coup, who was executed along 
with his comrade Ould ‘Abd-al-Qadir on the morning of Thursday last 26 March; he 
was entitled to the "succession," according to the chain of responsibility, but 








Col Khouna Ould Haidalla exerted intense pressure to remove him for the premier- 
ship, since Ould Sidi was not in sympathy with the policy of an opening toward 
Polisario, 


Here a shift in the command in Nouakchott in favor of the current calling for an 
alliance with the Sahara Republic revolutionaries who are hostile to Morocco 


began to appear. 


After he split off in 1980 fram the conmand, Ould Sidi did not hide the fact that 
his colleagues in the ruling military junta had campelled him to go to Algiers 

to sign the treaty with Polisario. He said, “They campelled me to go to sign 

the treaty with the abjective of damaging my reputation, especially since many 
military people consider that this agreement (on which no negotiations took place) 
was tantamount to a defeat and capitulation to Polisario." 


It is well known that these agreements contain two stipulations: the first, which 
is open, containing a renunciation by Mauritania of all claims on the Sahara (one 

should bear in mind that its demands were stiffer than Morocco's), and the second, 
which is secret, by which the government of Mauritania commits itself immediately 

to hand over the portion of the Sahara which the Mauritanians obtained by virture 

of the Madrid treaty of 14 November 1975 to Polisario. 


Thus the current calling for an understanding with Polisario and a refusal to deal 
with Morocco won -- the Algiers agreement was obtained without Morocco's partici- 

pation and against its will, and Mauritania came to consider that the issue of the 
Western Sahara had ended. 


Along with this shift, Polisario gradually moved over to the offensive, after 

it had been in a defensive situation, and Mauritania gradually became a basic 
Polisario target, although any effectiveness that the wing hostile to the Saharans 
in cammand in Nouakchott had had ended. 


It is true that Polisario had previously struck at the heart of the capital, Nou- 
akchott, in June 1976, but this blow occurred at a time when the struggle was at 
its most intense. Today, however, after Mauritania has started a policy of actual 
opening up toward the Saharans, diplomatic circles have been surprised by Polisario's 
claims on the northern region of Mauritania. These actually were made early last 
February, and it appears that a basic group in the regime in Nouakchott is very en- 
thusiastic about a merger between the two peoples. The negative answer Polisario 
received fram Nouakchott regarding the merger of the northerm territories did not 
affect the rapprochement which had occurred between the two governments. Thus, for 
example, the Mauritanian govermment delegated its minister of information, Mr 
Muhammad Ould Sidi Hanena, to represent it in the fifth anniversary celebrations 

of the founding of the Sahraran Republic, and the speech he gave on the occasion, 
fram the standpoint of commitment, transcended speeches which the repr=sentatives 
of Libya and Algeria gave. There are important reasons for this. The territories 
of Mauritania have come to constitute a springboard for aggression by the Polisario 
group, which is exploiting the support of the dominant wing in power in Mauritania 
to eliminate accounts within Mauritania. Last 13 January a Saharan group came into 
one of the outskirts of the capital, Nouakchott, in three Land Rovers, kidnapped 





six Mauritanian subjects who were cooperating with Polisario, and led them far 
into the desert. So far the Nouakchott goverrment has not been able to get 

its subjects released -- one should bear in mind that three of them be- 
long to the Haidalla tribe. 


The fact is that Mauritania is internally divided into three groups, the group 
fram the south, incluling Ahmad Salim Ould Sidi (grandson of the Prince of Taraza), 
then the group from the east, concentrated near the southern borders of Mali, in- 
Cluding Col 'Abd-al-Qadir, and the people of the north, to wham the strong man 

of the regime, Col Ould Haidalla, belongs, of which the two former groups are 
severe enemies. Power has in reality come into the grip of the northerners, who 
are linked to the Polisario tribes by deep-rooted blood ties. It is the intense 
distaste between the people of the north and the south which prompted the people 
who mounted the coup to make an attempt to stop the planned merger between Mauri- 
tania and Polisario. 


While the information which holds that Morocco is behind the unsuccessful coup 
is correct, the Libyans had previously moved groups to make an unsuccessful coup, 
as well, on 24 December 1980. Therefore there is no roam for amazement that the 
experts who have started arriving in Nouakchott are Algerian supjects or that 
the Algerian goverrment is permitted to monopolize the management of the Mauri- 
tanian crisis. 


This situation dominating Mauritania largely resembles Chad from the standpoint 
of the deep enmity between the people of the north and the south, which permits 
toreign interventions to occur. 


The merger plan between the two countries, Mauritania amd the Sahara, could lead 
to the outbreak of civil war between the north and the south and could affect the 
course of the Morocco-Saharan war and relations between Algiers and Rabat and 
Tripoli and Algiers. The situation is extremely complex ami foreign intervention 
forebodes grave developments. Perhaps relations not just between progressives 
and conservatives in Morocco but even among the progressive themselves have been 
ruptured. 
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